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MESSAGE FROM 
PASTOR 

JONATHAN SKELTON

J O N A T H A N  S K E LT O N

Pastor

As I take time to reflect upon all that God has 
done over the past twelve months, once again 
I am filled with gratitude for the way in which 
we have seen God at work in our midst. 

The words of that song that many of us have 
come to love readily come to mind, “How great 
is our God, sing with me how great is our God.” 
We truly serve a great God who is worthy of all 
the praise.  

The truth is we really couldn’t have done all 
that we have done this year without so many 
people being willing to give of their time and 
talents to see our community transformed by 
the love and life of God. I therefore want to 
place on record my sincere thanks for all those 
who don’t so much make this local church their 
hotel but their home. These people are willing 
to work behind the scenes to continue to see 
us move forward into all that God has for us. 

The thing is that it is not only the people who 
give of their time and talents that enable us to 
see our community transformed but also those 

who continually pray and give financially. 
I know that there are some people in our 
fellowship who really wish that they could do 
more, but because of different circumstances 
they are not able to. I want those of you who 
fall into this category to know though, that 
your prayers and giving really do make a huge 
difference. May none of us ever grow weary in 
doing good for as the Apostle Paul proclaimed 
in Galatians 6:9, “we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up.”

As we continue to move forward into all that 
God has in store, not only for this local church, 
but the communities that God has called us to, 
my prayer is that we continue to move forward 
together, “being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in us will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 1:6).

"We truly serve a great God who is worthy of 
all the praise.  "

PASTORS' REPORT
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MESSAGE FROM 
PASTOR

SARAH WHITTLESTON

As we look over these reports, it gives us a 
glimpse into all God is doing; I am full of praise 
for God and for all those who serve as part of 
Elim Life Church. A few highlights for me:

Leadership Academy: We began a Leadership 
Academy, meeting 5 times through the year, 
to train current and emerging leaders. We took 
our leaders away on a residential with input 
from Elim’s National Director of Ministry Stuart 
Blount and his wife Amanda. These have been 
practical equipping and spiritually impacting 

times as we invest in those who take on 
responsible roles of leadership. It’s been a joy 
to serve with a great Church Session and Core 
Leaders group – men and women of faith and 
dedication who long to see our vision fulfilled-  
transforming communities with the love and 
life of God.

Holiday Club: Dawn Franks had the vision to 
run a Holiday Club and so in August she pulled 
together a programme and a team. It was 
absolutely brilliant! We learned about being 
on "Team Jesus". Around 40 children came 

I am full of praise for God and for all those who 
serve as part of Elim Life Church

S A R A H  W H I T T L E S T O N

Pastor

over the week and many of those families 
have stayed connected to Free@4 (our Messy 
Church).

We Are One (Autumn 2017): A season of 
evening groups to bring us together as the 
family of God. We had fun exploring the 
New and Old Testament, eating lots of food 
and crazy challenges. In groups, as men and 
women, we met to pray and study God’s word 
too. Thanks to all who organised, led and 
catered!

Dwell & Prayer Week: At the beginning of 
2018 we had two Dwell evenings where we 
met together, with no agenda other than 
meeting with God and worshipping Him. 
These were powerful moments of encounter 
with God. We had a focussed week of prayer 
around our theme ‘A Heart to Build’; so many 
of you meeting with God in fresh ways. May we 
continue to seek God in prayer and worship.

May we continue to seek God in 
prayer and worship.

PASTORS' REPORT
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We are a church that is made up of 
a wide variety of nationalities and 
backgrounds currently based at 
four locations in North Birmingham 
(Kingstanding; main site, Pheasey; church 
plant, Wyrley Birch Community Hub and 
Kingstanding Community Hub).

We seek to transform our community with 
the love and life of God. We believe that 
we have been called to multiple locations 
and encourage each person to be 
witnesses for God on our frontlines. As you 
read through this report you will see many 
of the amazing and different things we do 
in and around our communities. 

We realise that the world is full of different 
people and want to make space for all 
to connect with God and each other; 
from babies to teenagers, men and 
women, married couples to single parents, 
young adults to senior citizens, from 

the youngest to the oldest! We thank 
each and every one of the people that 
volunteer and serve on our teams to make 
these things possible. 

Our desire is that we will see more people  
come to faith in Jesus Christ, grow in 
discipleship and be released into effective 
ministry belonging to a dynamic and 
welcoming community of Jesus followers.

OVERVIEW

ABOUT US

2017 - 2018

ELIM LIFE CHURCH
AT A GLANCE

Reach
We are committed 
to reaching those 

who don’t yet know 
Jesus and being 
a light into our 

community and on 
our frontlines.

Raise
We are committed 

to raising up 
faith-filled and 

faithful disciples of 
Jesus.

Release
We are committed 
to releasing people 

into their spirit-
empowered purpose 
and gifts as part of 

God’s Kingdom.



2017 - 2018 
Total Assets
£48,523-17

(Pheasey Assets £30,028.34)

Brian is the Finance Officer at Elim Life Church. He 
does an amazing job week in week out not only 

sorting out money that is coming in and out of the 
church but also directing the team that sort out 

Gift Aid, Tithes and Fundraising. 

FINANCE SNAPSHOT
BRIAN MORRISON
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LEADERSHIP

Reach | Raise | Release

ELIM LIFE CHURCH
LEADERSHIP

The Church Session is made 
up of a group of elected 
members that oversee the 
day to day organisation 
of the church and its 
structures. This team meet 
regularly to pray and 
discuss any matters arising 
and bring leadership 
support.

THE CHURCH SESSION
Pastor Jonathan
Pastor Sarah W
Pastor Sarah H 
Brian Morrison 
Mary Morrison
John Evans

Bisi Adeleye 
Charles Adeshina

Lyndsey Byrne
Becky Dorman

Roza Haiduk
Marvin Thomas

THE CORE LEADERS

The Core Leadership Team, 
serve with the Pastors to 
bring spiritual leadership, 
accountability and support 
to the vision and mission 
of Elim Life Church. This 
group of spirit led leaders 
meet regularly to pray, 
dream, plan and shape 
the future. With a dynamic 
mix of gifting and a mix of 
paid staff and lay leaders, 
the Core Leadership brings 
direction and spiritual 
oversight.
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REACH | RAISE | RELEASE

ELIM LIFE CHURCH
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

It is a privilege to be able to serve God 
in this role and manage many aspects 
of church life.   I pray that this helps to 
take some of the day to day pressure 
away from the Pastors.  My goal is always 
the same – to use my skills to serve God 
and to free the Pastors to carry out their 
roles.  Once again, I must thank all who 
support me in this role, Pastors, staff and 
volunteers.  I am only able to carry out my 
role if other people carry out theirs.

We have had a new roof on the main 
church building at Kingstanding and 
the Community Halls to the rear have 
been refreshed with new decoration and 

storage. It is a challenge to keep the 
services and facilities running as normal 
when repair work and installations take 
place but we’ve managed to do that this 
year with little disruption to services and 
activities. At our Pheasey location we hire 
the halls for weekly groups and Walsall 
Council also use it on election days.  It 
is a privilege to meet the needs of the 
community in this way.  

With all of the managing, maintenance, 
cleaning and facilities the main aim is 
to have our buildings open and fit for 
whatever God wants to do.  There is 
always plenty to do and look after.  It is 
great to get people into the buildings 
who would not normally come into church.  
Who knows where that one visit will lead 
to?  

OPERATIONS MANAGER REPORT
MARY MORRISON

TOTAL AVERAGE 
VOLUNTEER 

HOURS 
per week.

300
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GENERATIONS 
MINISTRIES

THRIVE | 5-10'S | JILL O'RORKE

MINISTRIES

Thrive is currently a small team of 7 that are committed to teaching the children 
about Jesus. We seek to create a fun and safe environment for children to explore, 
ask questions and have the opportunity to respond to Him.  We’ve focussed more 
on encouraging the children to pray. It has created space for them to talk to our 
wonderful God and to connect with him. We look forward to developing this in 2019.

Heartfelt thanks go to previous and current members of the team, for their 
faithfulness to this exciting and vital ministry.  It has also been great to have Elevate 
youth helpers come and join us once a month. We need more helpers to continue to 
grow this ministry. Could this be where you serve?

In March all staff received the necessary Safeguarding training, helping to equip us 
to engage positively with the protection of children.  Parents will be aware of our 
new registration system - thank you for your patience both in the form filling and 
the queueing you experienced during this period! 

Highlights this year have included a trip to Drayton Manor. The weather was great 
and the children so well behaved. It was good to get out and have fun together. 
(Also it helped Betty to fulfil a long-standing ambition to go to Thomas Land!). We 
attended training at the Significant Conference at BCC. It was a challenging and 
inspiring event, serving to remind us not only of the significance of this ministry but 
also the significance of each individual child we have the privilege of teaching. 

It has been a thrill to see children respond to salvation. It is my strong desire to help 
provide opportunities for them to grow in the Lord, take steps of faith and begin 
to recognise and use their gifts for him.  I believe this to be a journey we are all 
responsible for as the family of God, in our example, patience and prayer support.

In finishing, I was recently surprised when asking the children to think of the best 
present they had ever had. None of the answers given were gifts that could be 
wrapped! They spoke about special times, outings and experiences they had had 
with friends and family members. Our time is a valuable gift to children. With that 
in mind, for Christmas 2018 the church will provide each family with young children, 
a family devotional. May I encourage parents to take a few precious moments each 
day to explore God’s word together with your children, share experiences and pray. 

 We seek to create a fun and safe environment for children to 
explore, ask questions and have the opportunity to respond to Him.

I love serving the lord through the children of our church. Not only do I enjoy 
teaching them about the word of Christ, I feel it is important to give their 
parents alone time with Jesus. 
 
One of the highlights this year is when parents collect their children and tell us 
they have had an amazing encounter with Jesus! This year we looked at God’s 
creation, Jesus’ promise, fruit of the Spirit and of course enjoyed learning all 
about the story of Christmas. We are planting little seeds of faith in Jesus and 
want to see them grow.
 
Please remember us in your prayers. We are looking for volunteers with a heart 
for the role and who can be committed to our team. 
 
Thank you to all of the team especially Margaret Evans who never thinks 
twice about stepping in when we are short staffed, she is always supportive, in 
meetings and in our team communications.

LITTLE SEEDS SUNDAY | 0-4'S  | REBECCA O'REGAN- ZABAWA
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We have had a fantastic year at Free@4. The aim is to reach out and connect through 
Free@4 (Messy Church) and our special events with community families as well as some 
of our own church members. 

We show Gods love by telling Bible stories, playing related games and craft and having 
great food; all completely free of charge. Families that may never have heard anything 
from the Bible, learn all about exciting Bible characters and teaching relevant to them. 
We love sharing Jesus with them. We also do exciting specials, such as movies, sports 
days and BBQ’s. 

From Autumn 2018 we will permanently move to our Pheasey location which gives us 
much more scope for doing things, particularly in the summer with a large outdoor 
area. Therefore, we would really like you to pray that new families in this community 
will come and discover all about God and what He can do in their life. We are looking 
forward to another exciting year of being able to reach out and show people that God 
is very much alive and is there for them too! 

We would like to thank each and every team member and person that supports 
Free@4, not only at the regular activities, but also the extra events. Your hard work, 
enthusism and loyal support make it possible to share about the love of God to the 
community in a fun and practical way. Most of all we thank God for all He has done at 
Free@4!

FREE @ 4 | GEMMA & MARK EVANS
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This year a personal 
highlight for me has been 
seeing the young people 

grow in knowing the 
gospel and responding to 

prayer. 

Dawn Franks

Our Generations Ministries in numbers...

165 the number of different children aged between 0-18 that we have seen at 
sessions between 2017-2018.

80 the number of individual Little Seeds toddles we have seen in one year at 
our Pheasey location. 

7 the total number of Elevate Youth we were able to fund from Wyrley Birch to 
go to The Gathering and Limitless Festival in 2017-2018.

18 the total number of Thrive children that we know have responded to The 
Gospel in 2017-2018.

MINISTRIES

As a youth we currently have around 75 young people 
that we connect with in a given termly period (6 
weeks). Of these 75 around 35 are "churched" young 
people that connect with us through our church 
based activities. The rest are young people from our 
communities such as Kingstanding, Pheasey, Wyrley 
Birch and other surrounding areas. Each week there are 
a variety of activities and ministries for young people to 
get involved in. 

Fridays | Outreach @ Kingstanding & Pheasey
At the' start of 2017 we saw a stagnation within the 
youth group and we were starting to lose individuals. 
As a result we decided to not plan specific topics but 
instead intentionally did two things each session; share 
the gospel and intentionally share and connect deeper 
with our young people. During this period we had the 
opportunity to partner with The Message Trust in their 
Higher Tour Schools Project. It was a great opportunity 
to share the gospel with unchurched young people 
in our community and best of all was that the school 
closest to us was Barr Beacon High School. As a result of 
this we decided to re-locate our Friday night outreach 
to Pheasey and within one term we were regularily 
seeing 35-45 young people each week! We continue 
to ride the rollercoaster that is Youth Ministry and our 
numbers have not really dropped. Our focus for this 
year is to share the gospel each week and see these 
young people make commitments to following God. 

Sundays | Discipleship @ Kingstanding
We have had a great time of fellowship and 
discipleship as we have joined together on a Sunday 
morning. Covering topics such as Identity, Spiritual Gifts 
and Deeper we have shared times of fun, fellowship 
and family drawing nearer to God and each other. Our 
team has diminished over the last six months and this 
is a real prayer focus for us this year. Can you help?

Mondays | Outreach @ Wyrley Birch
Around 10-12 young people have been attending 
each week who enjoy taking part in activities and 
challenges. It is great to see them grow in knowing the 
gospel and responding in prayer. 

Mondays | Youth Band @ Kingstanding
This year we have seen a change in leadership at Youth 
Band. Rob and Tina Hillcox who have led the ministry 
faithfully for the last 7 years felt that it was time to 
"pass-on-the-baton." They have truly been amazing. 
Thank you for all of your hard work and commitment. 
After the Summer Break Andy Dorman began leading 
the Youth Band and ignited a new vision and new 
name as AWAKEN YOUTH WORSHIP.

ELEVATE YOUTH | 11-18'S | PASTOR SARAH HINGLEY
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We go from 
strength to 

strength but it is 
God who provides 
that strength and 

stamina that keeps 
us going.

Barbara leads the Oasis Luncheon Club on a 
Tuesday.  With an amazing team they provide 
meals, fellowship and The Gospel each week to 

people aged over 55 from Elim Life Church and our 
local community. 

BARBARA ALPERS
OASIS 

Prayer is one of the most powerful and privileged things we can do, yet it is often 
neglected or misunderstood. Prayer is an opportunity for us to engage with God – to 
listen, pray, wait, intercede, give thanks and bring our requests. We have had answered 
prayers of healing and salvation, of changes in job situations and we pray regularly for 
our city, nation and world.

We are grateful for The Chapel, a space for us to meet and pray. Many of you have 
taken the opportunity to sign up for an hour’s session during our Week of Prayer (7am-
10pm). The feedback is encouraging, “The hour passed so quickly and I wanted to 
spend more time with God”, “the prayer stations helped me to pray for different things”, 
“the presence of God is so peaceful there”. 

We have a regular weekly prayer meeting, Fuel, that takes place at The Chapel every 
Tuesday from 7.30pm. We have around 35 regular attenders who come and pray 
together. Prayer is hugely powerful and we would love to see the number of people 
engaging corporately massively increase, as the current number represents ONLY 
about 9% of the church. We are looking to develop different opportunities and times to 
pray. Let’s be a people who make the most of prayer!

PRAYER MINISTRY
PASTOR SARAH WHITTLESTON

I (Karen) returned to the Worship Team in May 2018 after taking some time out for 
maternity leave.  I have taken full leadership responsibility for it after Sam and Steve 
both decided to step down from the leadership team roles.  Alan Patterson now has 
responsibility over the PA Team and, together, we work as one team.

In September we started to meet up as a whole team on a monthly basis to pray and 
worship together. Our weekly rehearsal times only involve those serving on the Sunday, 
so it was not often we were altogether.  We have had some great times together doing 
this.

Over the past year we have had some amazing times during the worship on Sundays 
where we have been more flexible and open to where the Spirit leads us. I’m grateful 
for the willingness of the team to step out as we do this.  We have also had some 
amazing times when the team has been a bit more "stripped back".  I am grateful for 
all that we have within the team and believe we are blessed to have the talent we do.  

PA (Alan) You may wonder what do we do? We serve for meetings and events to provide 
sound and media. This means, Audio and Visual Recording and Mixing, and all the 
setting up, testing, fault finding and breaking down that this involves. 

A highlight this year has been new equipment and getting together for a meal/meeting 
for the first time in over 18 months!  I have always had an interest in sound and vision. 
Having the opportunity to serve the church, in a capacity that involves my hobbies, 
helps to keep me motivated. I have a great team, who are super reliable and like-
minded so it makes my job a lot easier. We have a new mixing desk and other new bits 
and pieces in the pipeline.  I am excited for 2019 and feel with God’s help, that the 
team will be elevated, to a higher performance level.

We are continuing to pray for growth as there is a need for more team in Worship and 
PA and we are looking for dedicated people to join us. If you feel this is an area wher 
you could serve please speak to us. It’s a great team to be a part of!

WORSHIP & PA
KAREN HOLMES & ALAN PATTERSON
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"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28 

As a Welcome Team we are usually the first people that say hello to our 
members, regular attendees and guests. It is such a privilage to work alongside 
some amazing people who just love chatting to people and helping get them 
connected; connected to not just individuals in the church but helping them to 
get connected to us. In turn we pray they get connected to God and the love he 
has for each of us. 

We love the smiley face that says hello, that person that points you in the right 
direction or that person who comes alongside our guests and gets to know them. 
The team is made up of around 20 amazing volunteers who hear testimony and 
make connections with many individuals. From people that have been a part of 
the church many years to those that have recently made it their home, all are 
welcome. It’s a great place to get to know people, make those connections and 
to serve God. 

Our prayer is that we would continue to grow in number and also grow in making 
deeper connections with guests. We want the team to go beyond a friendly hello 
into building relationships with individuals and helping raise people up to all 
God has intended for them. 

One of our challenges at the moment is that, like many ministries, we need 
more volunteers to make these connections and we particularly need help on 
the car park. It may be a cold job but it is the car park stewards that are first to 
welcome our guests into God’s kingdom. Please pray that God would strengthen 
and increase our team as we seek to get connected as the family of Christ. 

WELCOME | PASTOR SARAH HINGLEY
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We meet weekly for fellowship and 
worship. We share from God’s word, 
share testimonies, pray together, 
bring a story or poem and have lovely 
refreshments. It has been good to 
welcome new people. We are blessed 
to have Guest Speakers come and 
people from within our church to share. 
At Christmas we took a trip to Webbs of 
Wychbold Garden Centre and had an 
enjoyable day there.

We love to support the church in 
our giving and blessing others. One 
example: We work in partnership with 
Erdington Elim to provide shoeboxes for 
the Samaritans Purse Appeal; enabling 
children in poverty around the world to 
receive gifts at Christmas.

Our group is quite small but full with 
love and friendship! Thank you to 
everyone who pulls together to help, 
from preparing the room, arranging 
lifts, making refreshments etc. Thank 
you to those who faithfully attend and 
engage each week. If you’re free on a 
Wednesday afternoon you are more 
than welcome!

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP 
MARY PICKARD

We meet weekly for people of all ages 
to knit, crochet, sew and natter! It’s a 
wonderful bunch of people. We make 
many items to support and help those 
in need. For example, our premature 
baby hats went to local hospitals and 
out to Ghana; children’s cardigans and 
jumpers went to orphans in Rwanda 
and blankets went to local Senior 
Citizens homes/women’s refuge centre. 
The sale of items went to John Taylor 
Hospice and a supply of knitted toys will 
be going to Rwanda soon.

Thank-you ladies for all your hard work 
making these items to help so many. We 
have an enjoyable time together and 
I appreciate the love and care you’ve 
taken as you’ve created them. Without 
you none of this would be possible. God 
Bless you!

NEEDLES & PINS
EILEEN WINSLOW

Well, another successful year at 
Kingstanding Oasis.  Friendships 
continue to develop, both amongst 
helpers and diners.  We continue to pray 
for one another and bring our prayer 
requests before God, both before our 
diners arrive and prior to eating.  Our 
prayer list continues to grow as people 
become more open to speaking out 
their concerns for their loved ones and 
friends.  We have had answers to prayer, 
for which we give God praise; increasing 
our faith and leading to greater 
confidence in voicing our requests.

Our trips out included Christmas lunch 
and a trip to Bridgnorth in June, with 
lunch at The Down Inn and then a 
wander around the town centre.  Our 
coach driver, Don, is a friend to all and 
always adds something to our days out.
It is with sadness (and great regret) 
that we said goodbye In July to 3 of 
our most experienced helpers (who 
also happened to be our only cooks!  
September will be a big learning curve 
and should be a lot of fun!!)  However, 
it is with great pleasure that I place on 
record our grateful thanks for all Diane 
Cookson, Margaret Evans and Joyce 
Pugh have done for Kingstanding Oasis. 
Thank you for the years of service to the 
church and community and also for your 
promise to help out if necessary.  
Thank-you!

We go from strength to strength but it 
is God who provides that strength and 
stamina that keeps us going and so 
we look forward to another year to see 
what God will do in and through us.

OASIS (LUNCHEON) 
BARBARA ALPERS

Pheasey: We’ve been open since March 
2016 and have welcomed people, 
over 55, from our church and the local 
community to weekly light lunches. 
Thanks to our lovely team. It’s a place 
where friends, old and new, can meet 
for lunch (just £1.50) and fellowship. We 
thank the Lord for this opportunity to 
serve him and the community. Please 
join us if you can.

Wyrley Birch: Once again we are 
blessed to serve people at our ‘Drop 
In’ style café at the Lakeside Centre, 
Wyrley Birch. Those who drop in are 
from our church family and from the 
local estate; this year we’ve welcomed 
new people. We have a lovely time of 
fellowship and friendship, with special 
buffets at Easter and Christmas. We 
have great feedback, saying how much 
they enjoy their time spent with us 
each week and miss us when we take a 
break. 

As a team we meet to pray beforehand 
and the Lord blesses our time together. 
We are able to bless the Lakeside 
Centre staff too! We appreciate your 
prayers as we continue to serve and 
witness to those on the Wyrley Birch.

OASIS EXPRESS 
JOYCE PUGH (WYRLEY)
WENDY DAVIES (PHEASEY)

The average 
number of meals 

prepared each 
week at Oasis 

Luncheon Clubs.

60
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“Love the Lord with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind, and, Love your neighbour as yourself” 
(Matthew 22:37) 

Who is my neighbour? 62 neighbours have walked through the doors of English 
Language School. All of them enter shyly, some afraid of the reception they may 
receive, some apologetic that they are asking for help, some excited. Everyone 
leaves feeling welcomed, accepted and loved. Whether, Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus, 
Buddhists, Catholics, Christians or with no faith at all, all are welcomed as our 
neighbours and all soon discover the name of Jesus. We aim to deliver the 
gospel of Jesus Christ through actions and if necessary words but most know 
instinctively that we love them with a supernatural love that they have never 
encountered before. No-one leaves without knowing Jesus loves them. 

How do we do this? We teach English language - but it’s the hugs, the smiles, the 
coffee and biscuits, the individual help, the prayer and friendship we offer that 
makes ESOL stand out as a ministry of Jesus. Huge deserved praise goes to our 
faithful helpers, Carol, Mary and Joe. Without their prayers and support many 
things would not happen. 

We have welcomed 3 babies (two baby showers), celebrated numerous 
birthdays, Remembrance Sunday and Easter. At Gana’s wedding they came, 
stayed and loved the service. They are beginning to know the answer to 
every question is Jesus!  We started Life in the UK in response to Brexit and 
successfully 5 students have passed the examination. 

If you want to know more, drop in (Tuesdays/Wednesdays 9.30am-11.30am). The 
students love to practice their English on you! John Evans can testify to this and 
our caretaker Ray Walker has been successful in teaching them the Brummie 
accent too! 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SCHOOL | GANA LOVATT-MEE & WAYNE TOLLER

We have had a very blessed and wonderful year.  Our Church vision, seeing lives 
transformed through the love of God, is our prayer at Little Seeds. We are extremely 
blessed to have an amazing team who love to serve. It has been so beautiful seeing 
one of our mums, a regular at Little Seeds for many years, coming along to Free@4 and 
now attending Sunday Services.  God is good!

We continue to have a varied programme of activities for parents and their children to 
enjoy; song time has become one of the favourite activities. Kingstanding and Pheasey 
Little Seeds joined together again this summer on our annual trip to Ash End Farm.  This 
was a great success having both groups together, it was a wonderful time with glorious 
weather.  Another highlight has been sharing the birth of Jesus with our little ones 
during the Christmas period through craft, story and song time.  We then ended the 
term with a Christmas party.

A good challenge has been accommodating the higher number of people attending.  
It is such a great blessing to journey with families and we continue to be available to 
help and support them practically and through prayer, as we feel this is a part of our 
ministry.  We would like to thank all our helpers for their hard work and support without 
whom we could not function.  Thank you for your serving hearts. 

LITTLE SEEDS | KINGSTANDING
TANIA BROMWICH

We began Little Seeds a little under two years ago at our Pheasey location and what a 
blessing it has been. From Easter to Christmas, Mother's Day to Father's Day and all of 
the days in between we have truly seen God's hand and blessing on this group. Our aim 
is that we take every opportunity to share the gospel at each session but that we also 
provide a safe and stimulating environment for all of our babies and toddlers; a place 
to chat and get connected for our mums, and a few dads. 

We have continued to grow over this last term and have seen around 20-30 toddlers 
attend each week.  We take the opportunity to invite our Little Seeds to Free@4 and 
have seen a few of them attend sessions over the year. At our Easter and Christmas 
family services we have seen families come and enjoy the service and we always seek 
to share the gospel at these. 

Our prayer is that as Little Seeds continues, we will see more families attend our 
outreach activities and get connected with us as a church.

LITTLE SEEDS | PHEASEY
PASTOR JONATHAN SKELTON & PASTOR SARAH HINGLEY

The number of people 
that attend English 

Language School.62
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This year a personal 
highlight for me is 
always the Men's 
Breakfast. It's a great 
time together and 
people are able to 
share about their faith 
and journeys.

David Holmes

MINISTRIES

Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 
Proverbs 27:17 (ESV)
 
In Sharpen we aim to reach out to guys who don’t know 
Jesus (yet), encourage and strengthen relationships 
between men and help disciple men to be the men of God 
they were created to be.
 
Looking back over the last year it feels like we could 
have got together a few more times but we have had 
some meetings which were priceless to be at.  We took 
a big party of guys up to Bradford for the popular Xcel 
conference; from guys barely left school to grown men 
close to retirement, from people who have only come to 
know Jesus recently to those who have walked the walk 
for decades.  If you’re not sure if it’s for you, then you just 
really need to be a man who is somewhere in between. 
 
We got together for our Christmas meal at Sutton Park 
Golf Club which is always good.   We’ve also had breakfast 
meetings at the Toby Carvery.  A regular favourite now is 
the Games Night with fish and chip supper, the portions 
are quite generous so after the supper there’s more 
talking than playing!
 
Look out for our other future Sharpen events, come along 
and try to bring a mate.  If you fancy getting involved 
with organising an event see Alan, be warned if you 
suggest an event the team motto is “if you open your gob, 
you’ve got the job!”

SHARPEN MEN'S MINISTRY | ALAN OHREN

Inspire is a women’s fellowship group. Our purpose is 
to come together as women to encourage each other 
to be all we can be in God.  We have meetings where 
we explore what holds us back as women, and also 
to encourage each other. We do this through sharing, 
looking at God’s word, praying and testimonies. Every 
meeting is important, as we only do what we feel led 
by God to share, on themes that may challenge women 
today.

We had a great worship session in October where we 
saw 80 women come together to worship God, listen to 
testimonies and watch an amazing drama. Our year was 
finished off with our annual Christmas event, where we 
collected toiletries and gifts for a local charity working 
with vulnerable women. We had a lovely Festive Tea at 
the Orchard Tearoom on the Wyrley Birch.
 
We would appreciate your prayers that more women 
will attend our events, we would then have more women 
encouraging each other through the challenges we 
sometimes face as women. I appreciate all of the Inspire 
team who have utilised their own specific skills to help 
with our events.

INSPIRE WOMEN'S MINISTRY | LIZ PATTERSON



Each month many of you put your 
spare change into a Missions Globe 
(savings box) and together we gave 
the sum of £1839.74 (including Gift 
Aid) to overseas mission. A big thank 
you to all who continue to support Elim 
Missions’ projects.  This is an excellent 
sum, especially in the current financial 
climate and God will give the increase 
as we put our spare change away for 
His purposes.  

As we watch our television screens and 
see the vast areas of need through 
wars, ethnic cleansing, crop failures 
etc. it is easy to be disillusioned and 
to feel overwhelmed and to think, 
“What can I do?  The situation is out 
of hand, it’s too big for me to make 
any difference.”  It’s easy to think we 
alone cannot do anything but if we join 
with others we can make a difference.  
Jesus, alone, came into this world to 
make a difference, and together with 
his disciples he changed the world.  By 
joining with others we, too, can make 
a difference.  If we do nothing then we 
change nothing but by stepping up and 
stepping out God will equip and enable 
us.  It is in taking that first step that 
God enables us to take the next step 
and so make a difference.  Together, in 
God, we can do all things.

If you would like to be included in this 
ministry please ask for a Missions Globe. 

MISSIONS 
BARBARA ALPERS

I can hardly believe another year 
has passed. We minister to people in 
Retirement and Residential homes and 
Centres. This year has been a blessing 
and come with some challenges. We 
said thank you and goodbye to 3 
members of our team who felt led into 
different directions.

I am so grateful to our Core Members, 
who have served faithfully; Barrie, Roy, 
Pat, John, John Evans, Pastors Jon, 
Sarah and Sarah as well as Jo and 
Terry from Sutton Christian Centre. 
We are delighted to welcome Mark 
Blackford and retired Elim Pastor Philip 
Thompsett, as well as Joyce, Mary, 
Beverley and Carol. What a support 
they are!

God said he would lead us to new, 
bigger places and He’s done that – we 
now minister in Wyndley Grange Nursing 
Home, Age Concern (Sutton Coldfield) 
and Asprey Court Home (a brand new 
home). We continue to visit all the 
homes on our list aiming for boldness in 
sharing the gospel with all these people 
so dear to God. A few have given their 
hearts to Jesus and we are praying for 
a bigger harvest. We offer prayer at 
each place and love being able to do 
this.

Please pray with us that God’s presence 
and love so fills these places that 
the residents, carers and visitors are 
powerfully impacted. May our presence 
and God’s make a difference in their 
lives.

SENIOR CITIZENS OUTREACH
DIANA HARE

After moving from Warren Road we 
re-opened on 7th November 2017 at 
its new Community Hub location in 
Kettlehouse Road.  We are now settled 
in and getting known in the area.  The 
single storey layout of the building 
creates an enjoyable team working 
atmosphere. We managed to provide 
a Christmas meal and parcel for about 
35 of our clients on the 21st December 
with toys for the children from Father 
Christmas.

The New Year proved to be quite 
exciting with unexpected additions to 
our work:

In April 2018 we were approached by 
Angela Walsh, an Employment Support 
Officer from Clarion Futures, part of 
the Clarion Housing Group, who was 
looking for somewhere to set up a 
North Birmingham base for introducing 
people to their employment advice and 
training service.  Angela started in July 
and is very much a part of the team and 
has a genuine heart for the people who 
come, many of whom are looking for 
work. Zena Weeks a professional chef 
and nutritionist came in and offered to 
help provide food and cooking advice 
to our clients.

From May 2018 we were joined each 
week by Teen Challenge students 
who, as part of their ongoing recovery 
and discipleship ministry training, are 
involved in our community work.  We 
are extremely grateful for their help in 
providing practical help, chatting to 
clients or walking around Kingstanding 
Circle talking and testifying to people. 
Their engagement has led to more 
people having the courage to come in 
and speak to us.  Their testimonies are 
amazing and, consequently, lots of local 
people have been hearing the gospel.

FOODBANK
LYNNE OAKLEY & LINDA BLACKFORD

A number of local churches give on a 
regular basis throughout the year.  We 
received ten school donations this 
harvest time.  Linda and Lynne had the 
privilege of attending Beeches Infant 
School assembly to receive their harvest 
donation and explain to the children 
what happens to the food.

We continue to work with Breathe 
Advice Centre at New Heights Café 
in Warren Farm Road referring clients 
to each other and providing them 
with emergency food parcels for their 
clients in crisis situations outside of our 
opening hours.

We thank each one of our church family 
who have donated to FoodBank via 
the “black bin” during the week or on 
our “FoodBank Sundays”.  We really do 
appreciate your support.  Mainly due to 
failings in the benefit system the work 
must continue and we thank the Lord 
for his ongoing provision to enable this 
to happen. A special thanks to all our 
volunteers without whom FoodBank 
would not be able to function.
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The number of 
Christmas Hampers 
and Gift Bags for all 
the family donated 
through Foodbank.

35



We had a great Alpha Course this year.  Alpha is an informal course where everyone 
can relax and chat.  There is never any pressure and we love to have people come who 
really want to find out what the Christian faith is all about.  We start by eating and 
wow what food was provided this year.  Thank you so much to those who worked hard 
to keep us eating the calories! 

There are some great films to watch with topics such as: Who is Jesus? Is There More 
to Life than This?  Why did Jesus Die?  It is great to sit with a small group and discuss 
questions that many of us have; everyone is free to ask their questions. The “Holy Spirit 
Day” was a real highlight, an awesome day with many people encountering the Holy 
Spirit.

I would like to thank the team of table hosts and helpers who did such an awesome job.  

ALPHA
MARY MORRISON

The Health and Safety role continues to be linked into my Operations Manager role.  
It is a responsible role and always challenging.  We as a Leadership take health and 
safety seriously and do our best to make sure that everyone is safe at all times.

Legislation changes continually and can be difficult to keep up with.  I continually have 
to refresh my learning and can do this to some extent as I am a technician member of 
IOSH (Institute of Safety and Health).

I always appreciate information from you as church family. If you see something that 
you think may hurt someone then please let me know.  We all have a duty of care to 
each other to make our surroundings as safe as reasonably practical.  

Risk Assessments are needed for all activities.  These are written and reviewed by 
myself so if you are arranging a trip or an activity I may be asking questions and giving 
advice.  I am grateful to everyone who puts up with me asking questions! 

Please also don’t forget to complete an accident form if you have an accident.  The 
book is in the kitchen at both Kingstanding and Pheasey.  In the last 12 months we have 
had 7 accidents recorded at Pheasey and 4 accidents reported at Kingstanding. 

If you are a qualified first aider it would be great if you would let me know.  It is always 
good to know who could be called on in an emergency.

We so appreciate all of you as volunteers .  We would not be able to do or be involved in 
half of what we do without you. 

HEALTH & SAFETY
MARY MORRISON

Our purpose is to 
come together 

as women to 
encourage each 

other to be all we 
can be in God. 

Liz leads Inspire, our women's ministry. She has a 
passion to see women grow in faith, gifting and 

relationship with each other. Each year the Inspire 
team put on a Women's Conference which is an 

amazing event that not only equips our ladies but 
blesses those in our community through their 

giftings. 

LIZ PATTERSON
INSPIRE WOMEN'S MINISTRY
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Here is a list of Weddings, Funerals, Baptisms, Membership and Dedications for 
the past year.  Please join with us in praying God’s comfort for those who are 
grieving, God’s empowering for those baptised, blessing on those who were 
married, salvation for those who have been dedicated and the release of gifts 
and opportunities to those joining in membership.

DEDICATIONS
4 Feb 2018 Isabelle Faith Holmes

4 Feb 2018 Jessica Elizabeth Willey
15 April 2018 Cole Roberts

18 Sep 2019 Amelia Carol Haines

BAPTISM
21 Jan 2018
Tess Powell

Sarah Ohren
Justin Cannonier
Sophie McCulloch

Miriam Rose Elizabeth Regan

FAMILY NEWS

WEDDINGS
11 August 2018 Gana Mee & Edward Lovatt

MEMBERSHIP
4 August 2018
Lise Cannonier
Chris Nicholas

Paul & Carol Nicholas
Jan & Sandra Slawinksi

Lee Regan
Choki Mavafuke
Rebekah Gould

FUNERALS
9 Jan 2018 Lucy Davies

19 Jan 2018 Diane Haynes-Smart
23 Feb 2018 Edna Jones



ELIM LIFE CHURCH
Kingstanding | Pheasey | Wyrley Birch

0121 350 9650 | www.elimlifechurch.co.uk | @elimlifechurch

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Tuesday 12 February | 7:30pm 

Elim Life Church Pheasey, Romney Way, B43 7TL

PROCEDURE FOR ASKING QUESTIONS AT THE ACM
In order that we may be able to fully answer any questions that 

church members may have on any of the reports, questions need to 
be submitted, in writing, to the Pastors no later than 

10 February 2019.
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