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INTRODUCTION

This  AGM  report  feels  l ike  a  tale  of  two  halves !  The  f i rst  part  of
the  t ime  frame  is  pre-Covid  19  and  a  global  pandemic .  The
second  half  spans  the  f i rst  6  months  of  lockdown ;  of  us  as  a
church  and  a  leadership  adapting ,  innovating  and  responding
with  resi l ience .  Within  this  we  have  also  said  farewell  to  Pastor
Jonathan ,  Sam  and  the  family  as  they  moved  to  minister  at  the
Elim  church  in  Rugby .  
 
I t  has  been  an  ‘unprecedented ’  year  for  us  as  a  church  and  for
many  of  us  as  individuals .  We  have  sought  to  stay  connected  to
God  and  one  another .  Through  i t  all  the  mission  and  vis ion
remains  –  transforming  our  communities  with  the  love  and  l i fe  of
God .  We  are  passionately  committed  to  reaching ,  rais ing  and
releasing ;  believing  that  where  the  r iver  f lows  l i fe  grows  (Ezekiel
47 :9 ) .
 
This  year 's  report  differs  sl ightly  from  previous  reports  as  we
were  not  able  to  have  a  report  from  every  ministry  and
department .  Please  read  on  with  prayerful  thanksgiving  for  some
Ministry  Snapshots  and  Lockdown  LIFE  test imonies .



PASTOR'S

REPORT

Rev .  Sarah  Whittleston
Co-Lead  Pastor

God ’s  steadfast  love  and  faithfulness  never  ceases  to  amaze  me .
As  I  ref lect  on  the  t ime  between  September  2019  and  October
2020  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  God  for  the  way  He  has  guided ,
empowered  and  provided .  
 
We  have  learnt  to  be  the  church  gathered  and  scattered  in  a  new
way .  We  have  adapted  and  innovated ,  turning  FoodBank  into  a
Delivery  Service  and  creating  a  Pastoral  Care  system  of  regular
phone  cal ls  across  the  whole  church .  There  have  been  incredible
highs ,  people  coming  to  faith ,  new  Life  Groups  start ing ,
developing  online  ministry  and  some  challenging  lows  of
lockdown  and  loss .  Whilst  we  acknowledge  the  pain ,  we  also  l i f t
up  our  eyes  to  God  in  thanksgiving  for  all  He  has  done  and  is
continuing  to  do .

Never  have  we  known  a  year  l ike  i t .  Never  has  i t  been  more
important  to  abide  in  Christ ,  so  that  all  we  are ,  do  and  say  f lows
from  our  relat ionship  with  Him .  For  many ,  our  discipleship  has
grown  as  we ’ve  leaned  into  God  afresh .  

Some  of  the  highlights  for  me  are :

Celebrate  Sundays  –  At  each  one  (held  at  NBA )  we  have  seen
people  new  to  church  or  exploring  faith  attend .  I t ’s  a  great
opportunity  for  us  to  gather  in  worship  and  fel lowship .  From
baptisms ,  to  celebrating  various  ministr ies ,  from  test imonies  to
meeting  new  people ,  Celebrate  Sundays  have  proved  to  be  such  a
blessing !
 
Christmas  2019  –  Christmas  at  the  Circle .  Cast  your  minds  back  to
mass  in-person  community  events !  You  may  remember  the  utter
joy  of  taking  the  good  news  of  Jesus  to  our  community  at  ‘The
Circle ’  (the  big  roundabout  that  l inks  most  of  North
Birmingham ) .  We  prayed  with  hundreds  of  people ,  shared  Jesus
and  blessed  famil ies  with  gifts .  The  local  shops  were  amazed  that
we  would  choose  to  do  this  on  their  doorstep ,  many  commenting
how  blessed  they  were  to  see  such  l i fe  in  Kingstanding .



Volunteer  Evening  -  In  November  2019  we  had  an  evening  to
celebrate  all  our  regular  volunteers !  With  prayer ,  stories ,  fun  and
a  great  meal  i t  was  an  amazing  evening  to  thank  God  for  each  of
you .  We  are  so  blessed  that  so  many  of  you  love  God  and  love  our
community  with  your  will ingness  to  serve .  

Online  –  as  a  church  we  had  begun  exploring ,  in  a  very  basic  way ,
the  abil ity  to  l ivestream  our  Sunday  Services .  Never  could  we
have  imagined  the  way  i t  happened .  When  the  f i rst  lockdown  hit
we  went  from  virtual ly  no  online  presence  (apart  from  great
social  media  content )  to  moving  our  services ,  Life  Groups ,  Prayer
and  Generations  ministr ies  online .  A  small  but  dedicated  team
have  made  this  possible .  Thank  you  to  those  who  have  learned
and  adapted  and  served  so  well .   The  English  Language  Team
adapted  and  completed  the  term  online ;  even  leading  one
student  to  faith  in  Jesus !

We  are  now  inf luencing  hundreds  more  people  with  our  online
services  and  prayer .  One  lady  commented ,  “ In  the  past  i f  I
couldn ’t  get  to  church  I  would  have  missed  being  part  of  what
was  going  on .  Now  I  can  catch  up  later  and  st i l l  feel  part  of  what
God  is  doing . ”  Another  shared ,  “ I ’m  a  carer  and  getting  to  church
was  getting  harder .  I  feel  more  connected  now  than  ever . ”
 
For  those  unable  to  access  online ,  a  huge  thanks  to  the  Richards ’
family  for  creating  and  delivering  DVD ’s  of  the  services .  Nothing
can  replace  in-person  gathering  and  worship ,  but  we  are  church
on- l ine  and  in-person ,  in  large  groups  and  where  2  or  3  are
gathered ,  outside  and  with  inside  with  masks  on !  There  may  be
some  wise  l imitations  in  place  but  nothing  can  l imit  the  power  of
God  to  meet  with  us .  Thank  you  to  everyone  who  has  persevered
with  Zoom ,  online ,  chat  rooms  and  various  other  ways  we  have
sought  to  stay  connected  to  each  other  and  to  God .
 
This  year  has  also  seen  Pastor  Jonathan ,  Sam  and  the  gir ls  move
on  after  20+ years  of  faithful  and  faith- f i l led  ministry .  What  a
legacy  they  leave  behind !  On  behalf  of  myself ,  the  Pastors  and
Leadership  Team ,  we  are  so  grateful  for  the  ministry  and
investment  of  Jonathan  and  Sam  over  the  years .  We  will  miss
their  enthusiasm ,  care ,  leadership  and  support .  



I  am  deeply  grateful  to  Pastor  Sarah  H ,  Pastor  Rianne  and  the
Leadership  Team  who  have  navigated  this  year  with  grace ,
resi l ience  and  faith .  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  every  Volunteer
Leader  and  their  teams  who  have  found  ways  to  adapt  or  
re-posit ion  to  serve  in  other  areas .  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  every
person  who  has  stepped  in ,  to  help  and  support .  You  are  heroes !
We  could  not  have  done  this  without  you .  I f  Elim  Life  Church  is
where  you  are  planted ,  the  best  way  to  grow  in  faith  is  to  f ind
your  place  to  serve .  Please  get  in  touch  so  we  can  get  you
involved !
 
We  continue  to  invite  Holy  Spir it  to  guide ,  f i l l  and  enable  us  to  be
and  do  all  He  has  cal led  us  to .  

We  embrace  the  love  of  the  Father  and  his  deep  comfort  in  t imes
of  distress .  

We  f ix  our  eyes  on  Jesus .  We  fol low  where  he  leads ,  walking  by
faith  each  day .  

Let ’s  keep  al igning  our  plans  with  His  purpose  as  we  continue  to
l ive  out  our  faith .



PRAYER

‘When  you  pray…’  is  a  command  and  encouragement  from  Jesus .
Prayer  is  communication ,  conversation  and  participation  in  the
things  of  the  Kingdom .  In  the  last  12  months  ‘prayer ’  is  one  of  the
most  often  ‘googled ’  words  as  people  come  to  terms  with  the
challenge  of  the  situation .  
 
Prayer  has  always  been  a  core  value  for  us  as  a  church .  Pre-Covid
we  had  regular  in-person  prayer  meetings  at  various  t imes
through  the  week ;  with  seasonal  weeks  of  focussed  prayer .  As  the
increasing  uncertainty  of  a  global  pandemic  began  to  take  shape ,
we  turned  ever  more  to  prayer .  We  have  seen  healing ,  provis ion
and  salvation  as  we ’ve  prayed .  
 
On  the  website  and  in  our  services  people  can  share  prayer
requests  and  praise  reports .  Through  the  pastoral  cal ls  we
become  aware  of  prayer  needs  too .  Each  week  a  group  of  around
40  people  (Engage  Prayer  Team )  receive  a  weekly  Prayer  +  Praise
l ist  and  faithful ly  pray .  One  of  the  team  uses  her  morning  off  to
pray  through  the  l ist .  Another  couple  on  the  team  felt  moved  to
respond  practical ly  to  a  community  prayer  request  that  came  in .
The  recipient  was  amazed  at  the  kindness  and  generosity  of
God ’s  church !   
 

 
 

Prayer  is  integral  to  our  Life  Groups  and  
Connect  Groups .  Please  pray  as  you  read  

the  prayer  requests  from  each
 Ministry  in  the  report .

Rev .  Sarah  Whittleston



 LOCKDOWN LIFE
TESTIMONIES

Pauline  and  John  Howell  pray
daily  as  part  of  the  Engage
Prayer  Team .  John  shares ,   

“ I t ’s  brought  home  to  me  the
need  for  prayer ,  a  heart  for
prayer  and  the  needs  of  people .
When  I  got  saved  here  a  long
time  ago ,  the  Lord  spoke  to  my
heart .  More  recently  in  my
prayer  t ime  there ’s  a  new  heart
and  Spir it  thing ;  i t ’s  brought  a
deeper  meaning  in  prayer .  When
we  pray ,  I ’m  blessed  to  do  that . ”

Cath  Aina  

“God  has  made  us  all
unique .  We  are  so
different  and  I ’ve  found
a  rhythm  that  works  for
me  and  transforms  my
life .  The  prayer  l ist
comes  and  you ’re  so
busy  you  don ’t  always
pray  as  much  as  you
want .  So  I  set  up  the
email  prayer  requests  as
the  photo  on  the  Lock
Screen  on  my  phone  to
remind  me  to  pray .  I
pick  and  choose  through
the  week  who  to  pray  for
so  that  I  cover  i t .  I t ’s  a
great  t ime  to  think ,  ‘ i t ’s
not  all  about  me ’ ,  there
are  people  in  need  and  I
can  give  something  back
in  prayer ;  st i l l  feel ing
part  of  church  and
fel lowship . ”



LITTLE SEEDS

September  2019  to  March  2020 :  In  early  2019  across  all  three
groups ,  we  changed  how  we  delivered  our  Litt le  Seeds
Programme  by  planning   and  fol lowing  the  same  structure  and
themes  each  week .   By  doing  so  we  saw  how  this  benefitted  the
children  by  enabling  them  to  recal l  the  Bible  Stories  and  engage
in  confidence  each  week .   The  parents  and  children  embraced
these  changes  and  loved  the  Bible  Stories  and  crafts .  Although  at
times  i t  was  hard  to  read  the  stories  to  a  large  number  of
children  we  found  that  sharing  the  basis  of  the  Bible  story  during
craft  t ime  worked  well .   Improvisation  with  this  age  is  always
needed  and  has  been  fun .  

Some  of  the  themes  we  fol lowed  were  Creation ,  Harvest  and
Jesus ’  Birth .   During  Harvest  parents  donated  food  to  our
FoodBank .   In  November  we  also  supported  Children  In  Need  and
most  of  the  children  dressed  up  and  had  fun  participating  in
Pudsey  Bear  crafts .   All  teams  then  f inished  the  year  with  a
wonderful  Christmas  celebration  with  each  child  receiving  a  gift
and  a  much  welcomed  vis it  from  Father  Christmas .   We  also  had
wonderful  opportunit ies  to  invite  parents  and  children  to  our
events  such  as  Free  at  4 ,  Christmas  Pantomime  and  Christmas
Services .   I t  was  lovely  to  see  some  of  our  famil ies  attend .

We  would  l ike  to  say  a  special  thank  you  to  Margaret  Evans .  She
had  stepped  down  from  Litt le  Seeds  early  in  2019  but  continued
to  help  and  support  Litt le  Seeds  as  the  Team  was  often  short  of
volunteers .   We  would  also  l ike  to  thank  parents  from  Litt le  Seeds
who  became  parent  helpers  each  Sunday  as  i t  would  have  been
hard  to  accommodate  the  high  volume  of  children  who  attended
the  f i rst  service .   In  September  we  also  welcomed  Sarah  Holley
who  began  volunteering  in  Litt le  Seeds  on  Thursdays .  I t  has  been
such  a  blessing  as  Sarah  started  Litt le  Seeds  many  years  ago  with
her  son  and  daughter  and  is  now  part  of  the  Team .

March  2020  onwards :  At  the  beginning  of  lockdown ,  as  a  team
we  started  doing  our  sessions  with  all  the  team ,  parents ,
grandparents  and  children  on  zoom .   This  was  interesting  and
fun ,  having  to  entertain  and  keep  the  children  interested  in  what
we  were  doing  such  as  story  t ime  or  action  songs .   I t  was
great  staying  in  contact  with  parents .

Toddlers  +  Famil ies
Tania  Bromwich ,  Rebecca  Zabawa-Regan ,

Kerry  Jones  +  Louise  Shelton



As  lockdown  regulations  kept  changing  and  children
were  getting  easi ly  distracted  and  bored  on  zoom  we  proceeded
to  pre-record  our  sessions  which  included  craft /games .   The
feedback  we  had  was  amazing  as  parents ,  going  back  to  work ,
could  catch  up  and  watch  the  pre-recorded  sessions  at  a  t ime
that  was  suitable  for  them .   This  took  many  of  us  out  of  our
comfort  zone  as  we  began  to  record !  I t  has  been  such  a  blessing
seeing  the  team  step  into  different  roles ,  adapting  and  growing
in  confidence .  This  is  such  an  answer  to  prayer .   Having  all  three
teams  come  together  as  one  has  also  been  such  a  blessing .

As  we  moved  to  our  pre-recorded  sessions  we  wanted
to  bless  the  parents  each  week  as  many  parents  were  feel ing  the
effects  of  the  lockdown .   With  this  we  began  our
Thankful  Thursdays  where  we  would  surprise  a  parent  from  each
group  with  a  bunch  of  f lowers .   This  was  a  wonderful
opportunity  to  speak  (social ly  distanced )  with  a  family  each
week .   

We  also  blessed  a  family  with  a  Baby  Hamper  as  their  twins  were
born  in  the  midst  of  the  f i rst  lockdown .  To  keep  connected  with
the  Litt le  Seeds  parents  we  had  a  Parent  Zoom ,  catching  up  with
each  other ,  having  fun  with  a  quiz  and  sharing  lockdown
experiences ,  both  highs  and  lows .

Prayer  Requests
First ly ,  we  would  appreciate  prayers  for  our  team .   We  have  a
fantastic  team  who  have  real ly  jumped  on  board  and  faithful ly
journeyed  through  these  strange  and  often  trying  t imes ;
embracing  the  last  minute  changes  and  taking  on  very
different  roles .  Unfortunately ,  some  of  our  team  are  currently
struggling  both  physical ly  and /or  mental ly .   We  have  some  team
members  who  are  physical ly  unwell  with  various  i l lnesses ,  some
struggling  with  their  mental  health  and  sadly  one  grieving  the
loss  of  a  loved  one .   As  a  team  we  are  offer ing  support  but  there
is  so  much  power  in  prayer  and  so  please  pray  
for  healing  of  the  body ,  mind  and  heart .  
We  try  and  stay  connected  with  our  team ;  
many  are  juggl ing  various  challenges  with  
ever  changing  restr ict ions .  Our  team  
are  real ly  special  and  we  want  to  
support  them  as  they  support  others  
through  Litt le  Seeds .



Secondly ,  we  would  appreciate  prayer  whilst  we  seek  God  in  this
new  and  ever  changing  season ;  as  we  seek  to  do  God ’s  will  and
reach  and  support  those  who  need  i t .  We  want  to  stay  connected
to  both  the  children  and  their  parents  through  Litt le  Seeds .  Litt le
Seeds  –  though  a  children ’s   ministry  is  very  much  a  support  for
parents  too  and  we  know  many  parents ,  particularly  from
Wednesday ’s  and  Thursday ’s ,  are  missing  this  support  and
connection .   

Lastly ,  we  would  real ly  appreciate  prayer  support  to  increase  the
team .  Team  dynamics  change  for  lots  of  reasons  and  developing
the  team  is  so  vital .  Pre  Covid ,  Sunday  Litt le  Seeds  was  struggling
as  there  were  not  enough  team  members .  I t ’s  so  important  to
invest  in  young  l ives  and  to  have  good  safeguarding  rat ios .   We
anticipate  things  running  differently  when  physical  groups  return
and  we  pray  that  there  will  be  an  overf low  of  people  wanting  to
volunteer  and  serve  in  Litt le  Seeds  across  all  the  groups .  

Could  you  be  one  of  them?



ELC  Kids  Team :  Ji l l ,  Dawn ,  Ade ,  Mark ,  Claire ,  Michele ,  Alex ,
Betty ,  Michelle ,  Phidel ia ,  Carol ,  Helen ,  Esther ,  Norja .  These  were
the  team  members  at  the  beginning  of  Sept  2019 .  We  are
currently  functioning  with  6  members  of  the  team  due  to
changes  in  circumstances  during  the  Covid  period .  Sincere
thanks  to  all  for  the  part  you  have  played  in  the  team ,  especial ly
to  those  who  have  been  able  to  adapt  and  commit  to  the  online
ministry  with  such  faithfulness .
 
Free@4  Team :  Mark  &  Gemma ,  Dawn ,  Sarah  W ,  Sarah  H ,  Rianne ,
Kerry ,  Josh ,  Jean ,  Donna  &  Andrew ,  Jonathan  S ,  Tania ,  Louise ,
Margaret  &  John ,  Carole ,  Mary ,  Karen .

September  2019  –  March  2020  

Thrive :  Ji l l  writes ,  We  started  the  term  in  September  with  a
‘Throne  of  God ’  event .  The  aim  was  to  release  an  understanding
in  the  children  that  they  are  His  sons  and  daughters  and  belong
to  the  King .  We  wanted  them  to  leave  that  day  overwhelmed  with
His  love  and  acceptance  of  them .  The  morning  included  a  wide
variety  of  activit ies  and  each  child  being  prayed  for  individually .
We  were  thri l led  that  many  responded  that  morning  to  the
invitation  to  be  part  of  God ’s  family .  We  covered  a  ‘God  Rescues ’
topic  which  ranged  from  stories  of  Moses  to  New  Testament
Parables  and  we  were  able  to  enjoy  three  Dwell  sessions  which
included  lovely  moments  of  worship  and  prayer  together .  
 
Five  of  our  children  delivered  a  fabulous  drama  at  Christmas  2019
with  the  others  joining  in ,  in  song .  During  this  period  of  t ime  i t
was  also  lovely  to  enjoy  the  family  feel  and  excitement  of
Celebrate  Sundays  where  the  children  were  provided  for  by  the
Free@4  team .
 
We  look  back  over  this  period  with  thankfulness  for  the  t ime
shared  together  and  the  input  we  were  able  to  have  into  these
precious  children ’s  l ives ;  trusting  they  have  been  able  to  draw
from  the  foundations  la id ,  things  they  have  learned  and
experienced  along  the  journey .

ELC KIDS
Thrive  Children 's  Ministry  (5-11yrs )

Free@4  Family  Ministry



Free@4 :  Mark  and  Gemma  share ,  during  this  period ,  we  f inished
our  science  theme  and  started  a  new  theme  based  around
animals  that  feature  in  the  Bible  –  together  with  a  new  Noah ’s
Ark  set .   We  had  an  awesome  party  in  October  for  our  Bright
Party ,  which  served  as  an  alternative  for  Halloween .   We  had  a
firework  display  and  baked  potatoes  –  with  over  100  vis itors .  The
numbers  of  famil ies  impacted  grew  steadily .
 
Our  Christmas  special  went  off  real ly  well ,  with  the  Nativity  Story
told  in  a  new  way  with  the  use  of  emojis .   Every  child  got  a
present  from  Santa  and  was  sent  an  invitation  in  the  post  to  the
Christmas  services  with  their  Santa  photo  on .  As  part  of  the
Christmas  activit ies ,  we  enjoyed  an  awesome  Pantomime  by  the
4Front  Theatre  team .  
 
March  2020-  October  2020 :

ELC  Kids :  We  are  thri l led  to  report  that  we  have  been  able  to
continue  to  provide  weekly  online  sessions  for  the  children
during  this  period .  The  staff  have  done  an  amazing  job  moving
out  of  their  comfort  zone  and  transferr ing  their  ski l ls  (and
learning  new  ones )  in  order  to  keep  connected  with  the  children
and  give  them  this  vital  teaching .  
 
Massive  thanks  to  Josh  who  has  made  this  possible  with  his  t ime
and  technical  assistance .  I t  real ly  has  been  due  to  teamwork  that
this  has  happened .  They  say  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention
and  by  adapting  i t  has  been  such  a  joy  to  have  some  of  the
children  participate  by  recording  memory  verses ,  doing  games
and  crafts  and  action  songs .  I t 's  wonderful  to  see  them  growing
and  developing  in  this  way .
 
All  staff  working  with  children  were  given  the  opportunity  to
receive  training  from  Limitless  Oxygen  (online  or  in
person )  which  gave  us  the  inspiration  and  encouragement  we
needed  as  we  continue  to  seek ,  reach  and  disciple  young  people .
Dawn  puts  together  a  half  termly  activity  pack  related  to  the
teaching  which  we  deliver  by  hand  to  home .  I t ’s  been  great  to
see  our  famil ies  and  have  a  doorstep  chat .
 
Free@4 :  Sadly  Free@4  has  not  been  able  to  take  place  due  to
the  nature  of  how  Free@4  runs .   We  continue  to  pray  for  our
famil ies  and  that  we  will  be  able  to  do  something  soon .  
 



We  did  connect  with  some  famil ies  at  the  LIGHT  TRAIL .  This  was  a
great  event  with  famil ies ,  social ly  distanced ,  experiencing  the
l ight  of  Christ  in  a  fun  and  formative  way  (as  an  alternative
to  Halloween ) .  The  depth  of  interaction  and  conversation  was
bri l l iant .  I t  was  great  to  do  something  in-person  and  we  hope  to
do  more  in  the  future .
 
Prayer :  ELC  Kids  and  Free@4
The  children  are  obviously  our  priority ;  they  are  experiencing
many  different  emotions  and  confusion  through  this  diff icult
t ime .  Please  pray  for  them  and  their  famil ies  to  know  the
provis ion ,  protection  and  peace  that  knowing  God  can  bring .  

Also ,  for  us  as  team  to  f ind  creative  ways  to  provide  personal  and
effective  support  to  help  them  walk  with  Jesus  through  Covid  as
individuals  and  famil ies .
 
Pray  for  the  team .  We  are  one  team  but  with  different  individual
needs  and  circumstances .  Please  pray  that  all  will  be
strengthened  and  refreshed  in  the  Lord  and  be  able  to  serve  with
a  renewed  passion .  I t ’s  diff icult  to  plan  when  we  don ’t  know
what ’s  happening  from  one  week  to  the  next .  Please  pray  for  us
moving  forward  that  we  continue  to  change  and  adapt  and
fol low  Gods  lead .



Team :  Rianne  Card ,  Josh  Jones ,  Christy  Akinmuya ,  Rhys  Edwards ,
Ann  Hoye ,  Katrina  Demetraki ,  David  Holmes ,  Jean  Matovu ,  Emily
Si lverton ,  Lindsey  Burn ,  Rob  Groves .  
(Team  has  changed  as  of  2021 ) .
 
September  2019  –  March  2020 :  Elevate  Youth  had  so  many
highlight  memories !  We  had  our  annual  Christ ian  camp  cal led
Limitless  Festival .  Halfway  through  the  event ,  a  massive  storm  hit
and  the  leaders  were  advised  that  i t  would  not  be  safe  for  people
to  camp  outdoors .  This  meant  that  the  whole  fest ival  had  to
camp  indoors .  At  that  moment  in  t ime ,  i t  was  chaos ,  but  within
we  could  see  God ’s  provis ion  and  favour  throughout  that  whole
experience .  We  had  several  young  people  make  f i rst  t ime
commitments  and  recommitments  to  faith  and  several  who
attended  for  the  f i rst  t ime !  
 
Another  highlight  was  holding  our  very  f i rst  Youth  Weekend  away
at  the  Pioneers  Centre .  This  was  just  2  weeks  before  we  entered
lockdown !  We  had  an  amazing  t ime !  Young  people  formed
friendships  they  wouldn ’t  normally  have  done .  Our  theme  was
exploring  the  Trinity  and  many  youth  began  to  clearly
understand  God  the  Father ,  Jesus  the  Son  and  Holy  Spir it  the
Helper .  We  had  a  guest  speaker  who  led  a  response ;  Big  Yes ,
Litt le  Yes  or  a  Healthy  Maybe  for  committing  to  know  Jesus  more .
Several  young  people  made  various  commitments ;  even  one  of
the  staff  team  members  ( instructor )  who  made  a  commitment  to
knowing  Jesus  more  and  we  were  able  to  bless  him  with  a  Bible .  
 
We  had  such  a  great  t ime  with  our  young  people  on  a  Sunday  and
Friday  night ,  exploring  topics ,  such  as :  Let ’s  Talk  About
(Relationship  series ) ,  Mental  Health  and  Self  Care ,  Transformed
and  the  Unexpected  whole  Church  series  that  we  fol lowed  along
with .

ELEVATE
Youth  Ministry  (11-18yrs )

Rianne  Card



March  2020-  October  2020 :  After  the  f i rst  lockdown  began ,  we
adapted  Elevate  to  make  allowance  for  the  extra  t ime  that  young
people  would  have  whilst  not  being  at  school .  
 
We  added  a  new  event  cal led  Elevate  LIFE  that  occurs  on
Mondays .  This  group  has  a  discipleship  focus  using  the
YouVersion  Bible  app  to  explore  different  themes  and  topics ;
understanding  what  i t  means  to  l ive  everyday  with  Christ .  Elevate
CHATROOM  started  on  Wednesdays  with  slots  for  young  people
to  sign  up  to  chat  and  discuss  anything  they ’d  l ike  with  two  team
leaders .  This  gave  space  for  young  people  who  needed  to  talk  to
someone ;  for  those  struggling  with  things  at  home  or  those  who
were  bored !  Fridays  we  continued  Elevate  Youth  as  Elevate
ONLINE .
 
We  found  that  this  new  schedule  worked  real ly  well  for  our
young  people  at  f i rst .  However ,  we  noticed  a  decl ine  after  4
months  of  l iv ing  online ,  as  some  young  people  were  just  t ired  of
being  online .
 
Despite  this ,  we  have  had  amazing  conversations  with  our  young
people  as  we  explored  different  topics  such  as ;  Mental  Health
and  Self  Care ,  Youth  Alpha  Online  series ,  Prayer ,  Hot  Topics :
Jesus  v  Religion ,  Race :  Equality  and  Diversity ,  Young  voices  (2
young  people  making  their  voice  known  on  topics  that  are
important  to  them ) ,  Wise  Choices ,  Exploring  God ’s  love  for  us .  We
also  had  many  fun  socials  in  between ,  such  as  Netfl ix  parties ,
Quiz  nights ,  Limitless  Festival  Online  (watched  from  the  church
building ) .
 
We ’ve  found  that  our  numbers  have  taken  a  dip  but  the  young
people  consistently  attending  youth  have  this  inner  passion  and
hunger  to  know  more  about  God .  Seeking  ways  that  they  can
grow  and  develop  more  in  their  understanding  of  Him .

 
Points  for  Prayer :  We ’d  love  prayer  for  more  people  who  are
passionate  about  young  people  and  would  love  to  serve  on  the
youth  team .  Also  prayer  for  our  young  people  to  grow  in  their
understanding  of  God ,  to  the  point  of  commitment  and  beyond .
May  we  see  many  making  that  decision  to
fol low  Him  and  surrender  their  l ives  to  Him ,  
knowing  that  He  indeed  is  the  ‘way  the  
truth  and  the  l i fe ’ !



 LOCKDOWN LIFE
TESTIMONIES

Di  Hare ,  Leader  of  Senior  Citizens
Outreach  Ministry  shares ,  

“We  connect  with  the  homes
regularly  and  we  have  so  missed
vis it ing .  One  of  our  greatest
del ights ,  as  part  of  these  services ,
that  take  place  when  we  vis it  the
homes ,  is  chatting  to  the
individuals-  sharing  l i fe ,  l istening
to  their  problems  but  also
sharing  the  hope  that  is  found  in
Jesus .

During  lockdown  we  have  been
regularly  cal l ing  and  speaking  to
the  homes  that  we  have
connections  with .  As  a  team ,
when  able ,  we  have  had  picnics
and  walks  together .  Encouraging
one  another  and  praying
together .

We  cannot  wait  to  return  to  the
homes  that  we  vis it  and  keep
them  in  our  prayers .  We  hope  to
bless  them  with  a  Christmas
service  DVD  and  chocolates . ”



Team :  Lynne  Oakley ,  Linda  Blackford ,  Dale  and  Kerry  Jones ,  and
all  the  volunteers  who  helped  out  at  various  t imes  during  the
period .
 
October  2019  –  March  2020 :  Lynne  writes ,  the  team  continued  to
welcome  people  from  the  local  community  who  were  struggling
financial ly  to  buy  food  due  to  various  reasons ,  but  mainly  the
transfer  to  universal  credit .
 
We  were  blessed  to  have  the  team  from  Teen  Challenge  with  us
again  and  their  ministry ,  particularly  around  Kingstanding  Circle ,
led  to  more  contacts  with  the  community .   As  a  result ,  quite  a
number  of  people  with  addictions  received  ministry  and  were
vis ibly  touched  by  the  Holy  Spir it .   One  of  the  contacts  was
accepted  into  Hope  House ,  the  Teen  Challenge  gir ls  centre  in
Wales ,  in  January .  The  gospel  was  shared  and  opportunit ies  were
taken  to  pray  with  people  as  they  shared  with  staff .   We  had  the
joy  of  seeing  two  of  our  service  users  attend  church  services .   
 
Some  of  the  comments  on  a  feedback  questionnaire  taken  in
October : -  How  did  you  f ind  the  atmosphere?   “peaceful  and
pleasant ” ;  “relaxing  and  welcoming ” .
 
Any  addit ional  comments?   “ I  don ’t  know  what  I  would
have  done  i f  this  Foodbank  wasn ’t  here ” ;  “so  nice  fr iendly  staff ,
welcoming ,  loving  and  understanding  my  needs ,  thank  you ” ;   “ just
to  say  thank  you  for  helping  me  and  my  family " .
 
A  Christmas  buffet  for  our  cl ients  was  la id  out  and  everyone
received  a  Christmas  parcel .   We  looked  forward  to  the  New  Year
and  strengthening  the  relat ionships  which  had  been  made  with
our  service  users .   The  team  from  Teen  Challenge  returned  in
January  and  we  hoped  to  see  more  of  our  cl ients  with  addictions
go  into  rehab .
 

FOODBANK



March  –  September  2020 :  From  24th  March  2020  the  public  could
no  longer  enter  the  building  to  collect  their  parcel .  Covid-19  had
arrived  and  from  then  on  i t  was  “all  change ” .   Foodbank  had  to
adapt  to  the  restr ict ions  of  the  f i rst  lockdown  and  fast !
 
I t  had  been  previously  run  by  a  volunteer  team  mostly  of  older
people ,  but  the  majority  could  no  longer  participate  due  to
shielding .   Init ial ly ,  a  number  of  church  members  had  to  be
called  upon  to  step  in .   Dale  and  Kerry  Jones  found  themselves
“ in  at  the  deep  end ”  but  soon  had  a  new  “delivery  service ”
organised  and  operational  which  enabled  food  parcels  to
continue  to  be  given  out .   We  were  particularly  grateful  to  others
who  came  on  board  as  volunteer  drivers  and  parcel  packers .  The
latter  involving  school  and  college  students .   Delivery  drivers  had
the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  cl ients ,  sharing  the  good  news  of
Jesus  Christ  and  continuing  the  “ fr iendly  face ”  of  Foodbank .
 
Referrals  and  requests  for  help  were  managed  via  the  church
main  telephone  number .  In  addit ion  to  normal  requests ,  16
people  who  were  shielding  were  regularly  supported .
Consequently ,  at  the  height  of  the  lockdown  we  were  providing
food  for ,  on  average ,  264  people  per  month .
 
After  lockdown  had  init ial ly  been  l i f ted  i t  was  decided  to
continue  the  delivery  service  for  the  foreseeable  future ,  as
lockdown  restr ict ions  looked  set  to  f luctuate .
 
Throughout  the  year  Foodbank  has  been  blessed  with  a  generous
number  of  donations  of  food ,  as  well  as  nappies ,  toi letr ies  and
baby  clothes .   These  have  come  from  members  of  ELC ,  local
residents ,  schools ,  nurseries ,  churches ,  shops  and  businesses .   A
big  thank  you  to  everyone  who  has  contributed  in  some  way .

Points  for  Prayer :

For  all  our  cl ients ,  particularly  those  who  
have  shown  an  interest  in  the  gospel ,  
to  yield  their  l ives  to  Christ .

For  contact  with  our  service  users  to  
grow  and  strengthen .

Wisdom  for  the  future  management  
and  direction  of  Foodbank .



Team :  Karen  Holmes ,  Andy  +  Becky  Dorman ,  Josh  Jones
 
September  2019  –  March  2020 :  Karen  writes ,  as  I  ref lect  on  the
Worship  Team  from  September  2019  to  March  2020 ,  pre-covid ,
there  were  many  great  things  we  were  able  to  be  involved  in ,  as
well  as  serving  on  a  Sunday  morning .   Some  of  those  things
included  our  Dwell  services  where  we  were  able  to  just  be  free  in
our  worship ,  with  no  agenda ,  and  fol lowing  God ’s  Holy  Spir it  and
direction .   These  have  been  real ly  special  moments  in  our
worship  t ime .
 
Also  having  the  opportunity  to  worship  at  NBA  for  our  Celebrate
Sunday  services  and  baptisms .  A  big  thank  you  to  those  who  were
involved  in  sett ing  us  up  with  all  the  PA  and  equipment  to
enable  us  to  do  that .   I  had  a  great  report  back  from  a  lady  who  I
used  to  work  with ,  who  came  along  to  Pastor  Jon  and  Sam ’s  20
year  celebration ,  who  said  she  “absolutely  loved  i t ” .   She  loved
the  singing  which  brought  her  to  tears ,  and  to  hear  that  she  was
touched  and  moved  makes  i t  all  worthwhile .
 
Another  great  opportunity  for  us  was  to  do  some  Carol  singing
along  Warren  Road ;  giving  out  invitations  to  our  neighbours  for
the  Christmas  services .  To  see  some  of  those  people  overwhelmed
as  we  sang  at  the  bottom  of  their  driveways  and  to
then  see  them  at  the  services  was  just  awesome !
 
The  Worship  Team  i tself  has  decreased  numerical ly  with  various
team  members  moving  on  to  new  pastures .  God  had  str ipped  us
back  to  a  place  of  simplicity  in  worship  and  some  very  special
moments  came  out  of  that .  He  st i l l  used  us  to  connect  people  to
God  through  worship  and  praise .  I t  made  me  real ise  even  more
that  God  wants  our  hearts  and  is  not  concerned  about  the  ‘big
band ’ ,  although  that  is  great  too !  He  is  interested  in  our  worship
to  Him .   I  have  also  been  blessed  to  see  our  young  people
growing  in  their  worship  ministry  and  their  confidence  and  am
excited  to  see  where  God  takes  them  on  this  journey .
 

WORSHIP



March  2020-  October  2020 :  As  we  entered  lockdown  for  the  f i rst
t ime  in  March ,  we  had  to  completely  change  how  church  services  
happened .  We  went  from  no  on- l ine  service  to  this  being  the  only
way  we  could  come  together  on  a  Sunday .  This  was  new  ground
we  were  breaking  and  something  we  had  only  ever  talked  and
dreamed  about .  God  has  been  so  faithful  and  provided  people
with  the  ski l ls ,  passion  and  abil ity  to  learn  what  was  needed  to
make  this  happen .  We  are  so  grateful  to  them  for  helping  us  as  a
church  navigate  this  diff icult  season .  We  did  not  have  the  r ight
equipment  to  do  everything  we  wanted  straight  away ,  such  as ,
l ive  music .  
 
The  amount  of  learning  and  change  that  has  happened  has  been
incredible .  We  spoke  to  the  Worship  Team  and  asked  them  to  
re-posit ion  and  help  in  ways  they  haven ’t  done  before .  We  are  so
grateful  for  their  humil ity  and  will ingness  to  adapt  and  change ,
enabling  us  as  a  church  to  continue  with  online  services .  We  are
reaching  more  people  with  the  love  and  l i fe  of  God ,  and  seeing
many  more  people  connect  with  God  and  f ind  l i fe  in  Him .  
 
We  st i l l  have  a  long  way  to  go  with  training ,  especial ly  with  the
PA /Sound  team .  We  have  had  to ,  at  least ,  double  some  tech
teams  and  start  new  teams  in  order  to  faci l i tate  an  online
service .  COVID  lockdowns  have  slowed  this  training  down
considerably .  We  have  people  will ing  and  waiting  to  be  trained
when  i t  is  safe  to  do  so .  We  st i l l  need  more  people ,  so  i f  you  have
a  passion  or  an  interest  in  sound  or  tech ,  please  let  us  know  as
know  as  we  would  love  to  include  you  in  the  team .  
 
Prayer  Points :  We  are  working  towards  having  l ive  worship  again
soon ,  so  please  continue  to  pray  for  us  to  be  able  to  complete
training  in  order  for  this  to  happen .  We  value  your  prayer  and
support  as  we  continue  to  navigate  places  we  as  a  team  have  not
been  before .  We  are  excited  about  how  
God  will  continue  to  use  this  ministry  and
we  are  believing  we  will  see  many  l ives  
changed  and  transformed  because  of  
online  church .  Please  pray  for  more  
will ing  volunteers  to  join  the  team ,  
for  a  safe  t ime  to  complete  training ,
and  to  be  able  to  move  into  
l ive  worship  on-site  and  online .



Inspire  aims  to  encourage  women  of  all  ages  to  know  Jesus ,  grow
in  faith  and  become  all  that  they  can  be .  In  the  f i rst  half  of  the
year  we  met  to  pray ,  discuss  and  praise  God  in  worship .
First ly  in  Apri l ,  exploring  the  'Battle  of  the  Mind '  and  then  in
October  to  explore  our  Identity  in  Christ .
 
At  the  start  of  2020  Liz  Patterson  stepped  down  from  leading
Inspire .  Our  thanks  to  Liz  for  all  her  hard  work  over  the  years  she
has  served .  The  day  after  I  took  up  the  helm  in  March  2020 ,  we
went  into  a  national  lockdown ,  so  I 'm  so  sorry  about  that  ladies !  
 
However ,  thanks  to  Andy  Dorman  we  were  able  to  re- launch
Inspire  in  March .  We  now  have  a  brand  new  logo ,  an  instagram
page  @ inspirewomennelc ,   and  our  facebook  page  @ inspireel im .
Please  do  connect  i f  you  haven 't  already  to  f ind  out  what  is
coming  up  next .  
 
The  new  launch  also  brought  new  addit ions  to  the  team ;  Tania
Smith ,  Katie  Haines  and  Donna  Gibbons .  An  off icial  welcome  and
thanks  to  them .
 
During  this  challenging  season  we  were  able  to  meet  in  person
for  prayer .  I t  was  real ly  moving  seeing  so  many  of  you  at  church
for  the  f i rst  t ime  since  the  lockdown .  We  also  held  two  ' Inspire
Online '  events ,  where  we  prayed ,  chatted  and  looked  at  specif ic
Bible  verses  to  encourage  each  other .
 
Undoubtedly  our  social  calendar  has  been  affected  by  Covid  this
year  and  we  have  missed  our  social  gatherings ,  especial ly  meals
out ,  and  breakfast  mornings .  

INSPIRE
Women 's  Ministry
Lise  Cannonier

 



As  I  look  back  over  the  year  I  am  real ly  grateful  for  all  the  women
who  have  served  and  attended .  A  special  mention  goes  to  Verena ,
Jess  &  Sidnie  for  their  support  and  worship  at  the  ' Identity  in
Christ '  event  and  to  Dawn  &  Sandra  for  their  contribution  at  this .
As  we  move  forward  I  am  real ly  keen  to  encourage  women  of  all
ages .  I  believe  we  can  all  learn  from  each  other  no  matter  our
age .  
 
I 'm  f i rmly  focussing  on  the  season  to  come ;  a  new  season ,  a  t ime
to  go  again ,  and  to  be  bold .  

'Therefore ,  since  we  have  such  a  hope  we  are  very  bold '  
2  Corinthians  3 :12
 
Please  pray  for  us  as  a  team  as  we  head  into  2021 ,  for  boldness ,
resi l ience  and  for  creativity .  We  need  all  three .



September  2019  –  March  2020 :   In  September  2019  we  celebrated
two  years  since  the  re- launch  of  our  Life  Groups .  We  have  seen  a
variety  of  groups ,  courses  and  fun  activit ies  in  these  past  two
years  including ;  Baking ,  Cycl ing ,  Bible  Studies ,  groups  for  parents
and  courses  such  as  Freedom  In  Christ ,  Network  and  the
Fruitfulness  and  Wellbeing  Course .  A  highlight  has  been  seeing
many  people  new  to  church  and  those  that  have  been  members
for  years  get  connected  with  each  other  and  with  God  afresh .
We ’ve  been  making  new  fr iends  and  learning  more  about  God
and  the  Bible  along  the  way .  In  our  last  Pre-COVID  sessions  we
had  over  120  people  in  Life  Groups !
 
March  2020-  October  2020 :  During  COVID  we  continued  to
provide  spaces  and  opportunit ies  for  people  to  connect  and
study  the  Bible  together .  We  began  with  moving  a  few  of  our
groups  onto  Zoom .  What  a  learning  curve  this  was  getting  to
grips  with  the  technology  and  f inding  that  “un-mute ”  button !
During  these  sessions  we  came  together  to  share  the  Bible  and
pray  for  the  ELC  family ,  at  the  height  of  COVID  in  our  community .   
Weekly  Connect  Sessions  brought  together  many  of  you  from
across  the  church  as  a  regular  connecting  place ,  with  prayer  and
sharing .

After  the  Summer  Break  many  of  our  exist ing  Life  Groups  had  a
go  online  and  we  continued  the  weekly  Connect  Groups .  Some
groups  real ly  did  excel  in  this  new  online  sett ing  but  for  some  i t
was  a  bit  of  a  challenge .
 
As  the  end  of  September  came  around  so  did  a  relaxing  of  some
of  the  COVID  restr ict ions .  This  meant  that  we  were  able  to  go
HYBRID !  We  opened  up  the  doors  and  continued  our  Connect
Group  both  online  and  in-person .  I t  was  lovely  seeing  some  of
those  famil iar  faces  again  and  we  even  got  to  meet  some  people
for  the  f i rst  t ime  who  had  joined  the  church  online  during
lockdown .

LIFE GROUPS
& ALPHA
Assistant Pastor Sarah Hingley

 



Thank  God  for  the  technology  provided  so  that  we  can  st i l l
meet  online .
Pray  for  Life  Group  Leaders  past  and  present  as  we  seek  to
dream  and  l isten  to  God  as  to  what  is  next  for  Life  Groups .
Pray  for  plans  for  a  nationwide  Elim  Alpha  start ing  Easter
2021 .  As  a  church  we  have  signed  up  and  are  excited  to  see
more  people  f ind  the  love  of  Jesus !

ALPHA  –  as  the  world  went  online ,  so  did  Alpha .  What  a  game
changer  this  was !  People  new  to  faith  and  to  the  church  explored
faith  in  a  relaxed  environment .  We  had  people  who ’ve  never  been
across  the  threshold  of  our  building  f ind  faith  in  Jesus  and
become  part  of  the  church !  

I t  took  some  adjustment  to  f igure  out  how  Alpha  could  work  on
zoom .  Nationally  there  has  been  an  exponential  r ise  in  people
f inding  faith  through  online  and  hybrid  ( in-person  +  online )
Alpha .  

We  are  so  grateful  to  God  for  this  great  evangelism  tool .
 
Point (s )  for  Prayer



 LOCKDOWN LIFE
TESTIMONIES

Charles  Jolaosho  is  a  member  of
our  Media  Team  and  shares
about  the  Church  Online
journey  this  year . . .

" I t  has  been  great  to  be  part  of
the  Media  Team .  Our  team
exhibits  great  passion  to  operate
online  systems  and  a  great
qual ity  service .  

Church  Online  has  real ly  aided
us  in  sharing  God 's  Word  with  no
boundaries .  "

Lisa  King  shares
about  joining  Alpha  +
Church  Online . . .

" I  was  introduced  to
El im  Church  and  the
Alpha  Course  by  my
parents  and  sister  and
the  power  of  prayer ,
for  which  I  will  always
be  grateful .

The  Alpha  course  has
helped  me  massively
to  get  reconnected
with  God  and  to
explore  faith  and
Christ ianity .

Elim  Church  have
welcomed  me  and  I
am  blessed  to  be  able
to  continue  and
develop  my  walk  with
Jesus  by  attending
church  online .  All
thanks  to  the  fantastic
Pastors  and  worship
team  for  delivering
beautiful ,  powerful
services . "



I  am  sure  I  won ’t  be  the  only  one  to  ref lect  on  the  strangest  year  I
can  remember .   Well  before  the  year  f inished  everything  came
to  an  abrupt  stop  due  to  COVID-19  –  including  my  role  as
Operations  Manager .   I t  has  been  a  privi lege  to  be  able  to  serve
God  in  this  role  for  the  last  6  years  –  a  role  which  was  general ly
challenging  and  varied .    My  goal  was  always  the  same
–  to  use  my  ski l ls  to  serve  God  and  to  free  the  Pastors  to  carry  out
their  roles .   
 
The  Christmas  at  the  Circle  was  amazing .   This  was  a  new  venture
for  us  requir ing  various  permission  from  Local  Council lors .   I t  was
a  huge  success .   I  loved  the  involvement  with  this  –  people
queuing  to  see  Santa ,  having  free  cakes  from  Greggs  and  Tesco
(more  eating ) !   The  aim  was  to  introduce  Jesus  to  everyone .   I t
was  a  great  day .

Thank  you  to  all  those  who  have  given  me  support  over  the  years .
Ray  Walker ,  Wendy  Myles  and  Tania  Smith  –  thank  you .
 
Sadly ,  both  Kingstanding  and  Pheasey  buildings  were  not  able  to
be  used  during  the  lockdown  periods  and  regular  bookings  of
outside  groups  had  to  be  cancelled .   Hopeful ly  in  2021  we  can
begin  to  get  back  to  normal  or  a  new  normal .    
 
I t  has  been  excit ing  to  see  online  services  becoming  a  major  part
of  our  church  l i fe .   I t  has  been  great  to  “see ”  so  many  people  join
in  the  online  chat  and  midweek  zoom  meetings .   I t  was  so  good
to  have  the  building  open  once  again  –  even  for  a  short  while .  
 We  have  much  to  praise  God  for .   I  praise  God  for  the
opportunity  of  the  past  years  and  thank  all  those  who  have  given
me  encouragement .

OPERATIONS,
HEALTH &
SAFETY

Mary Morrison



HEALTH  +  SAFETY :  My  role  as  Health  and  Safety  Officer  re-
commenced  for  a  while ,  fol lowing  a  few  months  on  furlough .  I
continue  to  advise  the  Leadership  of  current  legislat ion  and  so
far  as  practicable ,  keep  people  safe .
 
Health  and  Safety  is  extremely  varied  and  has  an  impact  on
anything  and  everything .  I  am  hoping  that  those  who  attended
my  Health  and  Safety  Presentation  last  year  st i l l  remember  a
l itt le !   A  lot  has  happened  since  then .   Please  do  get  in  touch
with  me  i f  you  are  unsure  whether  anything  you  do  may  have  an
impact  on  safety .   
 
Health  and  Safety  is  a  subject  that  some  people  wish  to  steer
clear  of  unti l  something  untoward  happens .   We  do  a  lot  of
planning  for  each  occasion ,  but  I  always  say  that  “no-one  plans
for  accidents ” .  We  do  need  to  make  everything  as  safe  as  possible
before  the  event  rather  than  thinking  on  hindsight .

I  am  conistently  carrying  out  r isk  assessment  for  events  and
activit ies .  Although  tr ips  are  on  hold  for  the  present  –  I  am  sure
they  will  return  so  don ’t  forget  to  keep  me  in  the  loop .   Give  me  a
l itt le  t ime  and  I  can  make  sure  the  r isk  assessment  is  completed .   
I f  you  are  able  to  carry  out  your  own  r isk  assessment  please  send
it  to  me  for  checking  and  f i l ing .
 
I f  an  accident  should  happen ,  there  is  an  accident  book  in  the
kitchen  of  both  Kingstanding  and  Pheasey  premises .   Please
record  even  a  small  accident .  Legally  we  must  record  all
accidents .  As  I  say  an  accident  is  never  planned .   Strict ly
speaking  we  should  record  a  “near  miss ” ,  as  i f  something  nearly
happened  to  you  i t  may  happen  to  the  next  person .  This  year  only
4  accidents  were  recorded .  I  am  sure  there  were  more  so  please
do  remember  to  f i l l  in  the  book .
 
                                            Thank  you  to  everyone  who  gives  their                

support .   I  real ly  appreciate  you .



We  pray  for  all  those  this  year  who  have  lost  loved  ones ;  may
they  know  the  comfort  and  peace  of  Christ .  

We  pray  for  those  who ’ve  welcomed  new  l i fe  into  their  family ;
may  they  experience  joy  and  love  in  new  ways .  

We  pray  for  those  who ’ve  come  to  faith  this  year ;  may  they
keep  discovering  the  grace  and  goodness  of  God .  

We  pray  for  those  who  have  found  i t  challenging  and  diff icult ;
may  they  be  strengthened  and  f i l led  with  hope .  

We  thank  God  for  his  presence ,  peace  and  provis ion  in  all
things .

We  say  a  big  thank  you  to  Mary  Morrison  (ret ired ) ,  Ray  Walker
(ret ired )  and  Wendy  Myles  (redundant )  for  all  of  their  hard  work
and  commitment  to  the  people  and  places  of  Elim  Life  Church .
Their  ongoing  support ,  even  though  no  longer  on  staff ,  is  much
appreciated .  

We  continue  our  thanks  for  decades  of  ministry  from  Brian
Morrison  (Finance )  as  he  ret ires  from  this  role .  He
has  been  such  a  support  to  Mina  Kaur  as  she  steps  into  this
vital  role .

We  remember ,  especial ly ,  the  famil ies  and  fr iends  of  Doris
Thomas ,  Eddie  Harris  and  John  Slater  who  passed  away  into  the
presence  of  Jesus .  I t  is  a  privi lege  to  minister  at  their  funerals ,
and  to  do  funerals  for  the  loved  ones  of  people  from  our  Church
family  too .  

As  we  were  unable  to  do  many  of  the  Church  family  events  we
often  would ,  including ,  dedications ,  baptisms  and  funerals  on-
site  we  take  a  moment  now  to  thank  God  and  to  pray .

 
Our  aim  is  to  have  a  baptism  as  soon  as  we  are  able  and  we  have
a  wedding  coming  up  in  December  2020 !

FAMILY NEWS



Our  AGM  will  take  place  via  zoom  on
Sunday  21st  February  after  the  morning

service .  The  l ink  will  be  sent  nearer  the  date .
There  will  also  be  a  Finance  Report

presented  at  the  AGM .
 

I f  you  have  any  questions  regarding  the
reports  or  the  l i fe  of  the  church  please  

 email  enquir ies@el imlifechurch .co .uk  or
cal l  the  church  off ice  no  later  than  

Friday  19th  February .
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