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MESSAGE FROM 
PASTOR 

JONATHAN SKELTON

Once again as I sit down to write my 
report for the year that has passed, I am 
full of gratitude to God for all that we 
have seen Him do in the life of His Church 
and our local community over the past 
twelve months. We truly serve a God 
who is able to do abundantly more than 
we can ask or imagine according to His 
glorious power that is at work in us.  
 

In many ways the beginning of the 
year that these reports cover, looked 
very different to us as we took time as 
individuals and as a church to ‘Reset’. 
In doing this we sought to evaluate 
everything that we seek to do for Him 
and make sure that all of our activity 
comes from a place of abiding rather 
than striving. What a period of time this 
was, as we spent a prolonged period 
of intentional prayer and fasting in the 
month of January and put a hold on the 
vast majority of ministries. My prayer is 
that we would always remember that it’s 
not so much our doing, but our being that 
is of upmost being. In other words that 
we do as Mary of old did and we choose 
the better thing! 
 

PASTORS' REPORT
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J O N A T H A N  S K E LT O N

Pastor

At the conclusion of our Reset period we had 
our first Celebrate Sunday that we hosted at 
the North Birmingham Academey. I will never 
forget the excitement and buzz there was in 
the room as we were able to gather in one 
place altogether to celebrate all that God has 
done, is doing and is going to do. During the 
year we went on to host three more Celebrate 
Sunday’s at this venue and on Easter Sunday 
we had our first open air baptisms. Whilst we 
realise that this N.B.A. venue is not without 
its restriction’s, it’s the only venue at this time 
that enables us to come together in one place, 
to not only engage with God, but each other. 
There is so much that I could say about the 
past twelve months, but as you go onto read 
the reports that follow, they really do tell an 
amazing story of God’s favour that is upon us. 

Once again, I want to say how much we 
appreciate all those who serve the vision that 
we believe that God has given us to transform 
our community with the love and life of God. 
We really couldn’t achieve all that we do 
without the sacrificial giving of God’s people 
be it their time, talents or treasure. May all 
of us continue to play our part to see God’s 
Kingdom come on earth.
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MESSAGE FROM 
PASTOR

SARAH WHITTLESTON

It is such a privilege to be part of all God is 
doing here at Elim Life Church. We so often 
forget the good things God has done and 
these reports give us an opportunity to 
remember and reflect. As you read through 
take plenty of ‘praise breaks’ to thank God for 
the impact he is making as we partner with 
him in purpose and mission. The BIG vision is to 
see our communities transformed by the love 
and life of God. In the past year we celebrated 
stories of transformation, from individuals 
saying yes to Jesus, ‘prodigals’ turning back to 
him, pioneering new ministries and new events 
and growth in many areas of community 
outreach. We thank God for doing what only 
he can do and we thank every volunteer for 
doing what you have done to love God, love 
others and love our community.
 
‘Reset’ has been significant for us but it’s not 
a one time only thing. We are consistently 
open to God renewing and realigning to fulfil 
his will for our lives as individuals and the life 
of the church. A highlight for me has been the 
increasing hunger for the presence of God, to 
go deeper with him in order to then grow wider 
in impact and influence. May we continue to 
prioritise his presence and let that overflow 
to witness, mission and outreach. Freedom in 
Christ was another personal highlight for me. 
Seeing so many people encountering God 

PASTORS' REPORT
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S A R A H  W H I T T L E S T O N

Pastor

afresh, applying his word and experiencing 
greater freedom.
 
Thanks also to our Pastors and Staff Team who 
work and serve in seen and unseen ways. It’s 
been great to add to the team with Rianne 
Card and Andy Dorman. We’ve welcomed 
Rianne who’s stepped into the Youth role and 
is pioneering a work amongst Young Adults. 
Generations Ministry are a high value for us 
as we want to invest in and release younger 
generations to know and love and serve God. 
Andy creates all the brilliant media, videos 
and online presence. Our growing online 
presence has a wide influence and impact 
and is a key way we reach people in our 
community. Please keep sharing and liking our 
posts and using them to invite others to know 
Jesus, come along and get involved!
 
Thanks to our Leadership Team for their 
support, prayers, ideas and for serving 
together. We have much to be thankful for 
as a church. If you are not yet serving in a 
team then can I encourage you to step out 
in faith and find your place to serve? As you 
read the various reports please pray for the 
prayer requests and consider if you could be 
the answer to someone’s prayer for team. 
There is great joy, community, purpose and 
friendship to be found in serving as part of a 
team. Please speak to me if you want to find 
out more.
 
Let’s continue to reach the lost and the 
broken, raise faith-filled and faithful disciples 
and be released into all God has for us.
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We are a Pentecostal, family friendly, 
vibrant, diverse church based at multiple 
locations across North Birmingham.* We 
believe we are called to transform our 
communities with the love and life of God.  
Not simply to be a church that gathers, 
but to live out faith on our frontlines.

 Our desire is that we will see more people 
come to faith in Jesus Christ, grow in 
discipleship and be released into effective 
ministry belonging to a dynamic and 
welcoming community of Jesus followers.

 Our Sunday services are key times for 
Spirit-led worship, inspirational Bible 
teaching, creative prayer and connecting 
with one another; an opportunity to 
encounter God together.

We love the diversity of the family of God. 
Our desire is for all who come to Elim Life 
Church to connect with God and each 
other.  From the youngest to the oldest, 

whether babies or teenagers, men and 
women, married couples to single parents, 
young adults to senior citizens we want all 
to find a place to belong, grow and serve.

(*Kingstanding Main site, Kingstanding Community Hub, Pheasey Community Hub 

and Wyrley Birch Community Hub)

OVERVIEW

ABOUT US

2018 - 2019

ELIM LIFE CHURCH
AT A GLANCE
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Reach
We are committed to 
reaching those who 

don’t yet know Jesus 
and being a light into 
our community and on 

our frontlines.

Raise
We are committed to 
rasing up faith-filled 

and faithful disciples of 
Jesus, whole life 

disciples following the 
ways and will of God.

Release
We are committed to 
releasing people into 

their spirit-
empowered purpose 
and gifts as part of 

God’s Kingdom.
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LEADERSHIP

Reach | Raise | Release

ELIM LIFE CHURCH
LEADERSHIP

The Church Leadership Team serve with the Pastors to bring spiritual leadership, 
accountability and support to the vision and mission of Elim Life Church. This group 
of spirit led leaders meet regularly to pray, dream, plan and shape the future. With a 
dynamic mix of gifting and a mix of paid staff and lay leaders, the Leadership Team 
bring direction and spiritual oversight.

THE CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor Jonathan
Pastor Sarah W
Pastor Sarah H
Pastor Rianne
Charles Adeshina 
Adebisi Ajileye
Lyndsey Byrne
Becky Dorman
Brian Morrison
Mary Morrison



2018-2019

Total Assets
Total Assets £54,107.58

Brian is the Finance Officer at Elim Life Church. He 
does an amazing job week in week out not only 

sorting out money that is coming in and out of the 
church but also directing the team that sort out Gift 

Aid, Tithes and Fundraising. 

FINANCE SNAPSHOT
BRIAN MORRISON

Income
2018-2019

Expenses 
 2018-2019

11
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REACH | RAISE | RELEASE

ELIM LIFE CHURCH
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

TOTAL AVERAGE 
VOLUNTEER 

HOURS 
per week.

325
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My role as Operations Manager continues 
to grow.  It is a privilege to be able to 
serve God in this role and manage many 
aspects of church life.  It is a responsible 
role and always challenging. I am 
continually managing different types of 
workload – I think you call it juggling!

I pray that I help to take some of the day 
to day pressure away from the Pastors 
so that they can continue to serve God in 
their roles.  My goal is always the same 
– to use my skills to serve God. As the 
church gets busier it is even more of a 
challenging role but I always said that “I 
like a challenge”.

Thank you to all those who give me 
support.  I am only able to carry out my 
role if other people carry out theirs.

Both Kingstanding and Pheasey are 

open to the community to book halls 
and we have several regular bookings: 
Counselling, Children’s Dance School, Kick 
Boxing, Walsall Council and others.

I have a team of people who set to 
and help with all of the managing, 
maintenance, cleaning and facilities.  
Thank you to all of the team – I couldn’t 
do it all on my own.

The main aim is to have our building open 
and fit for whatever God wants to do in 
our areas.  I feel privileged to be able to 
carry out this role.

OPERATIONS MANAGER REPORT
MARY MORRISON
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GENERATIONS 
MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES

Lots of children begin coming to church when they are very young and can be 
unsure of leaving their parents. It is such a privilege to see these children grow 
in confidence and engaging in craft, prayer and Bible stories. The children who 
were once clinging to parents now come running happily in!

We are so grateful to all our team who serve, especially when our team has 
been small, increasing the need to serve more often. We are especially thankful 
to Margaret Evans who has faithfully served for so many years with constant 
dedication and reliability.  

During the Reset Prayer in 2019 we focused on the Lord’s prayer; the children 
decorated the words on paper whilst learning the words of the prayer.

We did termly themes covering The Christmas Story, Creation, Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, David and Goliath and Jonah. We also covered one off events such 
as Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and on the Sunday before Halloween we 
re-claimed the pumpkin for Jesus. We carved a cross in the front, placed a 
plastic tea light candle inside with Jesus’ name on, added a label to the top 
with Bible verses on and the children decorated the pumpkin with brightly 
coloured paper, feathers etc. 

It’s great to see the impact God has on the little ones’ lives. When we used the 
rhyming Bible to tell a story on a specific theme – such as David and Goliath, 
by the end of the theme the children were repeating the story back to us from 
memory! 

As a team we began to struggle when we lost four team members leaving us 
with only eight. This is more of a challenge since serving across two services. 
Children continue attending the first service, but we still need a second service 
team. As the number of children attending the first service continued growing, 
we asked parents to serve once a term, however this quickly changed to two 
parents serving twice termly in order to keep within ratio. We regularly have 
16 – 18 children attending first service, which needs 5 adults in the room. 

Our prayer is that we can grow the team. We are so thankful to have so many 
children attending receiving the word of God and learning about His love. 
Could you help in this area? Our hope for the future is to have a bigger team 
to minister to God’s little ones. The more team we have, the more the load is 
shared amongst us without too much pressure on anyone.

We also hope to have children back in the main church at times. Whilst it’s 
important that both parents and children receive teaching appropriate to them, 
we do feel children benefit so much from seeing what church services are like, 
joining in with worship together. 

LITTLE SEEDS SUNDAY | 0-4'S 
REBECCA O'REGAN- ZABAWA & LOUISE SHELTON
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THRIVE | 5-10'S | JILL O'RORKE

It has been a year of blessing for Thrive which includes an influx of new helpers. We 
presently have 14 team members to whom we extend a massive thank you for your 
commitment and faithfulness. It is always sad when volunteers step down, but we 
have greatly appreciated the time Becky Dorman dedicated to this ministry and to 
her ongoing support in the important area of safeguarding. Thrive has also received 
a generous donation of new toys and games this year which the children have 
greatly benefitted from and we are very grateful for.

There have been moments throughout the year where the children have enjoyed a 
real freedom during worship, this has been thrilling for us to experience and causes 
us to look forward with excitement to seeing more of God stirring our hearts. 

During the ‘reset’ period in our church family in January, Thrive enjoyed setting up 
prayer stations/activities, mini dwell sessions and we also took the group to the 
Pheasy prayer room. Our God is a generational God and draws us to experience Him 
for ourselves whatever our age, so we seek to provide the tools and environment to 
enable the children to have the opportunity to do this.

On occasions during the summer months we took the children to Burford Road 
playing fields. It was good to use this outdoor space for some Easter themed fun 
and also to be able to have the space for lots of outdoor games and enjoy a change 
of setting. Each time we went we were approached by locals who were interested to 
ask about who we were and where we were from. 

Throughout the year in Thrive we have taken the children on a journey through the 
Bible. We sought to prepare their hearts to receive Bible truths and discuss how to 
live them out in our daily lives. This included taking the children on an adventure 
exploring the Fruit of the Spirit. It was a 12 week journey filled with stories, fun, 
prayer and discovery. They learned about expressing Gods love through their actions 
and attitudes, with the help of the Holy Spirit.

We started the term in September with a ‘Throne of God’ event. The aim was to 
release an understanding in the children that they are His sons and daughters and 
belong to the King. We wanted them to leave that day overwhelmed with His love 
and acceptance of them. The morning included welcome activities, royal crafts, 
a royal banquet and each child being prayed for individually as they sat on the 
throne. We were thrilled that many responded that morning to the invitation to be 
part of God’s family.

Looking forward we would appreciate your prayer support both for the team and 
children. It is said ‘a sapling is planted with the vision of the oak’, it is our desire to 
witness growth in our children that bears evidence both in the fruit and gifts of the 
Spirit.

 We seek to create a fun and safe environment for children to 
explore, ask questions and have the opportunity 

to respond to Him.
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We have had a fantastic year at Free@4. The aim of Free@4 is to give us the 
opportunity to reach out and connect with community families as well as some of our 
own church members. It takes place every month with special events through the year. 
We show Gods love by telling Bible stories, playing related games and craft and having 
great food, all completely free of charge. Families that may have never before heard 
anything from the Bible, learn all about exciting Bible characters and how what we 
teach is relevant in today’s world. We also do some exciting specials such as sports 
days, bouncy castles and BBQ’s. 

We would like to thank each and every person that supports Free@4. Not only the 
regular Free@4, but also the extra events. Due to their hard work and loyalty we have 
a fantastic opportunity to share about the love of God to the community in a fun and 
practical way. Most of all we thank God for all He has done at Free@4 
We would really like people to pray that new families in this community will come and 
discover all about God and what He can do in their life as we share about Jesus. For our 
existing visitors, we pray they will continue on with their own journey making decisions 
to follow Jesus. We have seen an increase in the number of families we are regularly 
connecting with.

We are looking forward to another exciting year of being able to reach out and show 
the people of North Birmingham, that God is very much alive and is there for them too! 
Once again, a big thank you to all the helpers for their enthusiasm, energy and 
commitment to Free@4. 

FREE @ 4 | GEMMA & MARK EVANS
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Youth Life Group is 
an open space where 

questions can be asked 
and real connections 

made.  

Kat Demetraki

MINISTRIES

Despite me beginning my role in June, I’ve found there 
to be so many highlights for Elevate Youth! I think my 
biggest highlight was Limitless Festival that happened 
in August! Though that year was actually the year 
that most things went wrong in terms of the storm, 
the flooding, and then the whole camp having to 
camp indoors, Elevate youth really stuck together! We 
became more of a unified family! The youth got stuck 
in with packing things away, moving our camp indoors 
and most importantly, still worshipping Jesus through 
it all! 
 
I am so thankful to the team who serve across Elevate 
Fridays, Elevate Sundays, Life group and Awaken Youth 
Band. 

Elevate Fridays
In September 2019, we started doing discussion groups 
again which really aided the themes and talks that 
would occur! It gave the young people a chance to 
share their views on the topic and state their beliefs.
 
A prayer for Elevate youth is that there would be more 
of a hunger to know who Jesus is and how their lives 
can be devoted to living the way of Christ. 
 
I believe the way to measure impact is through 
conversations with young people, their actions, their 
hunger, desire and so on. As a team, we are believing 
God for even more and are looking to add in a youth 
weekend away next year. Please pray that we continue 
to add people to the team as the ministry to young 
people grows and develops.

Elevate Youth Group
The Youth Life Group has been a place where our 
young people can come and ask questions and explore 
faith. We have covered many topics over this last year 
including, grace, forgivness and talking to friends 
about Jesus. 

The group has grown over the past year; Kat, Rhys and 
the youth team have done a fantastic job in hosting 
the group each week.

Our prayer is that these connections would continue to 
be made and that Life Group will thrive as the place 
to see faith grow and be explored as our young people 
grow. 

ELEVATE YOUTH | 11-18'S | PASTOR RIANNE CARD
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Our Generations Ministries in numbers...

424 the average number of children aged between 0-18 that we have seen 
per month in 2018-2019.

59 the number of individual Little Seeds toddlers we have seen in one year at 
our Pheasey location. 

4 the total number of Elevate Youth we were able to fund from our local 
community to go to Limitless Festival in 2018-2019.

12 the total number of Thrive children that we know have responded to The 
Gospel in 2018-2019.

Youth Band (Andy Dorman)
It’s been my incredible privilege to have been a part of leading our youth band in this 
last season. With such big shoes to fill in that of the amazing Rob Hillcox, it’s been 
awesome to see the continuation of development, not just musically, but spiritually too.

It has been so good to see some of the youth now become part of our main worship 
team, whether it be playing, singing, and leading us in worship too.
Their giftings and their heart to worship is inspiring.

Christmas 2018 was a highlight for me as the Youth Band debuted an original 
Christmas song at our Carol Services. Seeing the hard work, the hours of rehearsal and 
their enthusiasm and dedication to bring their very best (with a few snapchat breaks) 
was huge. To see the journey of ‘Hope of The World’ go from scribble on a note pad, to 
the team performing it was a very proud moment.

Although there have been the highs, the season has not been without its low points. 
Numerically, we’ve seen the group reduce in size for different reasons. 

A point of prayer would definitely be that God would protect the hearts and minds 
of our young people, not just in Youth Band, but our Church as a whole. We know the 
enemy will do everything he can to rob these young people of their faith, their passion 
and their purpose, but our God is greater, and I’d encourage you to pray for them, and 
next time you see them, encourage them, give them a hi-five or a fist bump. It would 
mean a lot to them.
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I oversee the worship team and ministry with support from the other worship leaders 
–  Steve Willey, Verena Phillips, Sam Skelton, Andy Dorman, Kerry-Jayne Bradley and 
input from Pastor Sarah W. We meet up every few months to share vision, bounce ideas, 
look at new songs for the seasons of the church we are in, and pray together.  Steve 
is also overseeing the PA side of things at the moment and Josh Jones oversees the 
Media.

Over the last year we have seen some changes within the team. Some sad times when 
we have had to say goodbye to a couple of longstanding members, Rob Hillcox and 
Marvin Thomas, who were great assets to the team and are greatly missed.  However, 
we have also had new people join the team too including Paul Brown, Bisi Ajileye, 
Lois Ayettey and also Josh Haines, Christian Bradley, and Brian Haynes-Smart for PA/
Media.  I also love that our Youth Band, Rhys Edwards, Ellie Green, Jess Dorman, Abbie 
Bromwich and Amy Greene, are now integrated into the team and are thriving.  I love 
the fact that we have young and not so young people, and a team that is diverse.  

We are always looking to grow the worship team and an area for prayer would be that 
we would see more musicians come forward and more help for the PA and Media too.  
Please speak to me, Steve or Josh if there is an area you would like to serve.

We are passionate about music but mainly about worshipping God through the songs 
that we sing. To help lead the congregation into a place where they can connect with 
God and draw closer to Him.  My desire is that we would continue to go deeper in God 
as we worship Him and that we will see breakthroughs and miracles take place as we 
are in that intimate place with Him. One of the ways we are seeking to do this, is at our 
DWELL Sundays. An opportunity to simply come and dwell with God, inviting Holy Spirit 
to lead us into fresh encounter.

On a personal note, I have recently completed the Elim Sound School of Worship 
course which ran for a year and included attending some residentials at Regents 
Theological College in Malvern and Ealing Christian Centre in London. I have had one 
to one coaching sessions with Ian Yates who is a member of Elim Sound.  It was a great 
opportunity and has helped me in my development as a worship leader, pushing me to 
set some personal goals along the way.

As for the future of the team, we have some exciting opportunities in the pipeline for 
the team which I am hoping will develop members on a personal basis and build a 
stronger bond within the team.

WORSHIP | MEDIA | PA
KAREN HOLMES, STEVE WILLEY & JOSH JONES
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As a Welcome Team we are usually the first people that say hello to our 
members, regular attendees and guests. That smiley face that says hello, that 
person that points you in the right direction or who comes alongside our guests 
and gets to know them. The team is made up of around 20 amazing volunteers 
who hear testimony and make connections with many individuals. From people 
that have been a part of the church many years to those that have recently 
made it their home; all are welcome. It’s a great place to get to know people, 
make those connections and to serve God. 

This year we have shifted our focus to not only greeting and making people 
feel welcome as they attend, but we intentionally moved towards getting 
people connected and moving towards their next steps with God. Our prayer 
is that we would continue to grow in number and also grow in making deeper 
connections with guests. We want the team to go beyond a friendly hello into 
building relationships with individuals and helping raise people up to all that 
God has intended for them. This is not only the job of the Welcome Team but all 
of us who call Elim Life Church home. As one of our key values, we each have an 
opportunity to be welcoming to those who attend.

One of our challenges at the moment is that, like many ministries, we need more 
volunteers to make these connections and we particularly need help on the car 
park. It may be a cold job but it's usually the car park stewards that are first to 
welcome our guests. Please pray that God would strengthen and increase our 
team as we seek to get connected as the family of Christ. 

WELCOME | PASTOR SARAH HINGLEY

This is not only the job of the Welcome Team but all of us 
who call Elim Life Church home. As one of our key values, 

we each have an opportunity to be welcoming 
to those who attend.
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We pray that the Lord 
will continue to use 

us in this ministry and 
send in more local folk 

who need friendship 
and company. We pray 
that they find a warm 

welcome and most 
importantly discover 

Jesus as their Saviour. 

Joyce leads Oasis Express Wyrley Birch on a 
Friday.  With an amazing team they provide light 

meals, fellowship and the love of Jesus each week to 
people aged over 55 from Elim Life Church and our 

local community. 

JOYCE PUGH
OASIS  EXPRESS
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January 2019 found us in a RESET moment. God called us to a time of pausing, with 
intentional prayer and fasting; to stop our activity and abide with prayer instead. As 
we took time to pray daily and seek God for the year ahead, he spoke and moved in our 
midst. As a result, we changed the rhythm of prayer for us as a church and have seen 
countless answers to prayer. 

The men gathered together and prayed, sharing communion and being reminded of 
the cross of Christ. The women shared openly about their challenges and celebrations, 
standing together as we praised and interceded. Families came together for breakfast 
and creative prayer, joining together and enjoying God’s presence. We’ve had Life 
Groups that prayer walk communities; we’ve prayed from the highest points (Barr 
Beacon) over our city; we’ve had times to DWELL and wait on Holy Spirit on Sundays; 
we’ve spent individual and group times in The Chapel (permanent prayer space); we’ve 
been led by Holy Spirit in ‘Revival Run’ – prophesying and praying for our community 
and we joined in with Elim’s first ever National Online prayer meeting ENGAGE. We’ve 
combined this with a renewed emphasis for prayer in Life Groups and monthly gathered 
times of prayer at the church buildings. 

We have glorified God and seen him answer prayer. Many prodigals have come home 
to a loving heavenly Father; we’ve seen an increase of financial provision for Food Bank 
and Youth Work (subsidising summer camps and activities to build faith); we’ve had 
baptisms and salvations; new jobs and school places for kids; we’ve seen comfort and 
peace in trials and trauma; we’ve seen new ministries begin (YA); we’ve seen people 
filled with the Spirit, prophetic words released; we’ve seen a group gather for specific 
and focussed intercession; we’ve seen people find freedom and new people reached 
with the love and life of God. And these are only the things we know about!

That’s why “Prayer is the Work”. We pray because it’s the way we talk and listen to God. 
We pray because God’s word commands and commends us to. We pray because God 
is worthy. We pray because we are invited to partner with Kingdom purpose in the big 
and the small. We pray because things change and we change as we pray. Let’s be 
quick to give God thanks and quick to keep standing in the gap through prayer. Let’s be 
a church who seek to make the most of prayer!

PRAYER MINISTRY
PASTOR SARAH WHITTLESTON
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After a pause in Life Groups for around 12 months, Easter 2019 saw the re-launch of our 
new look Life Groups. Our vision is to transform our communities with the love and life 
of God. We took time to seek God for what Life Groups would look like and how small 
groups could help in fulfilling our mission. Our desire is not to simply be a church that 
gathers, but to live out faith on our frontlines.

As these re-launched we really felt that they should be interest based. You sign up to 
attend a group of your choice and they take place at three set times throughout the 
year. This allows us to regularly get connected but still allowing periods of pause. It also 
allows greater opportunity to get to know different people and grow in various areas of 
discipleship. 

JANUARY - MARCH
MAY – JULY

SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER

We have seen Life Groups help us develop discipleship, equip us for mission, and to 
grow in faith and friendship. They are a place of encouragement, scripture, prayer and 
next steps on our journey’s with God. We have seen around 120 people, including young 
people, join a Life Group in 2019. Our desire is to increase this number as we go into 
2020. Are you part of a Life Group? These are invaluable if you want to grow in faith 
and make friends.

LIFE GROUPS
PASTOR SARAH HINGLEY

We knew there was a need for a young adults ministry in our church! 
I remember talking with someone new who came along to church on the 
Sunday and asked if there was anyone else there her age. Little did she know 
that not only were there over 10 young adults in the room but according to 
ChurchSuite, there are over 50 who have been in the life of our church. 
Myself and a few others, formed the core team of ELCYA and met frequently 
to share ideas, pray, and vision what ELCYA would look like.
 
ELCYA launched on Sunday 6th October but just prior to that on the 
Saturday, we took a few girls with us to our regional DARE conference in 
Northampton. A friend of one of our young adults decided to give their lives 
to Jesus! ELCYA consists of the young adults arriving and having time to chat, 
have a drink and some snacks in between. Then the programme begins with 
a few notices, a game, a ‘Pause’ slot when a member of the ELCYA core team 
brings something for the young adults to reflect on, a ‘Get to Know’ slot which 
helps the young adults learn more about the core team members, a talk and 
then discussion groups for the remainder of the night.
 
Since starting young adults, we’ve found that we are averaging at around 15 
Young Adults. We want the group to be a light for those in our communities 
who need a touch from Jesus, a place to sahre The Gospel and be together. 
During the sessions when 8pm, our finish time, comes around, we explain that 
the night has officially finished but if people want to continue discussing and 
opening up about things, they are more than welcome to, no one seems to 
leave! For this to be the only problem that we as a team need to try and 
remedy, it is a pretty good one! 
 
We pray and hope for the future that, not only will people continue to meet 
with Jesus during these sessions, but grow deeper into the disciples that we 
are called to be; a light for those in our communities who need a touch of 
Jesus! We also pray for guidance as to how we can reach the young adults in 
our communities! 

ELC YA
PASTOR RIANNE CARD
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Our group meets each Wednesday 
afternoon. We have recently changed 
our starting time and now open at 
1.15pm to 1.45pm for a time of fellowship 
during which we serve refreshments. 
The meeting commences at 2pm and 
finishes at 3pm.

We are very grateful to all who come 
to minister over the weeks, some from 
other churches but also those from 
our own fellowship and group. Every 
few weeks we have an open meeting 
when we meet to share prayer needs, 
testimony, favourite hymn or bible 
reading.

Christmas 2018 we had a coach trip to 
Dobbie’s Garden Centre. In the summer 
we had a trip to Hatton County World 
and an Autumn trip to The Valley 
Evesham.

We continue to try to support various 
projects that take place. Generosity is 
our heart. We had a Harvest Festival 
afternoon with everyone bringing 
food donations for the Foodbank. 
Last Christmas we filled shoe boxes in 
partnership with Erdington Elim to go to 
Samaritans Purse.

We had a visit from the area 
representative for S. A. S. R. A. 
(Soldiers & Airmen’s Scripture Reading 
Association) and he shared with us 
about the work they do.

Recently we have been joined by 
Margaret Phillips who plays the 
keyboard for us and for which we are 
very grateful.

Thank you to all who come each week 
and help in many different ways.

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP 
MARY PICKARD

The Oasis Express that takes place 
at our Pheasey location on a Monday 
has a lovely relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere. The church family and 
people from the local community meet 
for fellowship. We offer a variety of light 
lunches, refreshments and a pudding 
for only £2. We have some lovely 
conversations we help people to 
connect. It’s a place of welcome so 
people can get out and about.

Over the year many have stayed on 
afterwards for a Life Group or for 
games, craft and activities. 

Thanks to our lovely team of helpers. 
We appreciate you.

I thank the Lord for this opportunity to 
serve the community in this love venue.

OASIS EXPRESS
WENDY DAVIS (PHEASEY)
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Every Friday Oasis Express reaches 
out to the Seniors on the Wyrley Birch. 
Reflecting back, we’ve reached the end 
of another great time at Oasis Express 
which takes place at The Lakeside 
Centre. We have approximately 8 
regular ladies /men who come from the 
local area each week. We enjoy sharing 
conversation and faith.  A lot of our 
Elim Life Church family support us each 
week. We eat a light lunch and more 
importantly have a time of friendship 
and fellowship.

Occasionally we have a Buffet lunch 
which the folks enjoy, and a time of fun 
and fellowship (usually with a quiz). Our 
thanks go to our faithful helpers who 
we couldn't manage without - Pat and 
Tony Green, Mary Pickard, Carol Prince.  
We are also blessed with one or two 
other folks who step in to help at times 
when needed.  It is lovely also when our 
Pastors pop in to see us.

We pray that the Lord will continue 
to use us in this ministry and send in 
more local folk who need friendship 
and company. We pray that they find a 
warm welcome and most importantly 
discover Jesus as their Saviour. 

OASIS EXPRESS
JOYCE PUGH (WYRLEY)

God has enabled us to keep going for 
another year and has provided valuable 
assistance from Teen Challenge.  We 
have two or three Teen Challenge 
Leadership Academy students each 
week who chat to our diners, give 
testimonies and help out in the kitchen 
with the washing up and clearing away. 
Several of them have been to us more 
than once and seem to enjoy talking 
to us and generally helping where they 
can.  Their testimonies are uplifting, 
encouraging and sometimes bring 
a tear to the eye at what they have 
been through. They are always full of 
praise to God who has saved them and 
transformed their lives.  I often say that 
if God can do that in someone’s life, He 
can certainly do something in our lives 
if we trust Him. (“What He’s done for 
others, He’ll do for you”, comes to 
mind – a very old chorus!) The great 
thing is we can never ask too much of 
God because He is able; He is able to 
supply our every need.

In December we said goodbye to 
Kathleen Wilson who stepped down 
as she was finding it difficult to get to 
Kingstanding.  She had been with Oasis 
since the beginning and we certainly 
missed her immaculate cupboards, 
the washing of tablecloths, and the 
resupply of non-food items as they 
were running out. Our summer outing 
was to Market Harborough and then 
on to Teen Challenge at Willoughby 
House, Nottingham, as we had 
been specifically invited to see their 
operation.  The weather unfortunately 
was cold and wet so we didn’t get 
to see much of Market Harborough 
(other than cafes and lunch spots) we 
were made very welcome by the Teen 
Challenge Team.

At Christmas we went to the Toby 
Carvery in Sutton Park where we had 
a great time and it was voted that we 
should return there again.

We thank God for the strength He gives 
us to continue this ministry and I thank 
Him for each and every person who 
make up the team and who attend 
faithfully each week.

OASIS (LUNCHEON) 
BARBARA ALPERS

The average 
number of meals 

prepared each 
week at Oasis 

Luncheon Clubs.

60
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It is a privilege to serve at Little Seeds and it is such a blessing to have a team with a 
God given passion to see the lives of parents and children from our community changed 
and transformed. 

Strong relationships have been built over the years with parents and we love that each 
week we gather both new and old comers to form friendships with each other. It is also 
a blessing to see the difference made in the lives of Parents, Carers and Children in 
Little Seeds. It could be a friendly ear, a hug or a cup of tea, and opportunities given 
to parents to chat to one another while we play with their children. Parents/Carers 
confide in us, sharing their lives, thus giving us opportunities to pray for each family and 
the various situations they face. We thank God for His presence each week bringing a 
family atmosphere of peace and love.  

Some highlights from last year are:

• Reset – making changes to how we deliver our programme by including more bible-
based craft and activities. We want to show that God is the main foundation of our 
Toddler Group. Our prayer is that through this a little bit of God goes home with them 
each week and seeds are planted.  It was such an encouragement that from this a nan 
brought in her very old Bible to show us and entrusted us to have this for a couple of 
weeks to look through.  

• Two ladies joined our team last year both of whom started off as parents attending 
our toddler group and are now also a part of our church.  

• Seeing our families from Little Seeds coming to our other events and bringing friends 
such as Santa’s sleigh, the Panto and Free @4.

Our prayer for this year is that all will feel welcomed, loved and valued and to see 
families lives' changed and begin their walk with God.

LITTLE SEEDS | KINGSTANDING
TANIA BROMWICH
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Wow! What can I say? I was asked by Pastors Sarah Hingley and Jonathan to take over 
at Pheasey's Little Seeds from September 2019. They both had to step down from the 
running of Little Seeds due to their increased busy schedules. Prior to that I had led 
quite a few sessions during 2018-2019. 

During last year we took some of our mums and tots on a trip to Ash End Farm for the 
day where they had chance to interact with animals. It was great for the parents to 
spend quality time with their children. During the run up to Easter we got the children 
to make Easter bonnets for an Easter bonnet parade on Easter Sunday. The Service 
took place at our Pheasey location and the parents and children thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Christmas saw Santa visit our children for the first time and they were so excited by the 
visit and the gift that they each received. We have a fabulous team who chat and get 
to know all the parents, carers and grandparents. We praise God that a few of them 
have even started to come to Free@4 (Messy Church) on a regular basis. As sometimes 
happens numbers did drop slightly for a term but are now picking up. Please pray for 
more children to attend and for more good God conversations and invitations. 

God calls children a true gift and a blessing. Children are filled with joy, love and 
laughter, all things we as adults can sometimes lose sight of as we grow older. It's also 
our job to make sure we cherish these gifts in our kids and nurture their faith as they 
become adults themselves. If we encourage the children to follow in God's footsteps 
they will be filled with Hope, Faith and Love. Psalm 127:3 (Amp) says "Behold, children 
are a heritage and a gift from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward."

Highlights of the year:
• Visit to Ash End Farm
• Easter bonnet parade
• Visit from Santa
• Katie joined the team in Feb 2019

Areas for prayer:
• Numbers to increase 
• Two more helpers to join the team
• Little Seeds to be a meeting point for parents to meet up and come together as a 
community

Sadly, Agnes stepped down from our team but we thank her for all her help. A big thank 
you to all the team for serving so well. 

LITTLE SEEDS | PHEASEY
KERRY JONES
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In September 2018 we started with two very large classes - an upper level and a pre 
entry level for adults with little or no English speaking vocabulary. For two hours every 
Wednesday from 9.30 until 11.30 we have been able to provide top quality English 
lessons to meet the daily needs for adults who have arrived in the UK and for those who 
need that ‘little bit more’ in order to access education in college. 

Our lessons have been diverse but we always pay respect and honour to the Christian 
calendar by observing special Christian dates with informative and interactive lessons. 
It is after all, our aim to introduce Jesus and God as we know him as Father to these 
people, some who have no idea of God as a Father figure. English has always been the 
secondary purpose of these classes. 

With the help of our amazing helpers, Mary, Joe, Fay and Carol, Wayne and Gana we 
have been able to ‘graduate’ the upper level students. These students have mostly left 
us for careers, further education or we are delighted to say passed the ‘Life in the UK’ 
courses.

We now offer a quality team effort in ONE class only for pre entry, focusing on the 
needs of the people who have little or no English. The aim is to draw them together as a 
‘community’, encourage and empower them to be part of the UK and more importantly 
part of our ‘family’. We give credit ONLY to God for this year and look forward to 
another exciting year ahead.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SCHOOL | GANA LOVATT-MEE & WAYNE TOLLER
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The number of people 
that attend English 

Language School.62



FOOD BANK
LYNNE OAKLEY & LINDA BLACKFORD

We have had another busy year - sadly a 
reflection of the shortcomings in the 
welfare system and lifestyle choices 
which cause so many people to get into 
financial difficulty.  

Most of our food parcels go to singles and 
parents with children.  Many of our singles 
live in shared accommodation.  Some of 
our clients have an addiction.  We know 
from personal accounts how people 
experience anxiety and depression 
because of their financial and physical 
circumstances.  

We are privileged to have had the Teen 
Challenge team with us every Tuesday 
(apart from holidays) since May 2018.  
Having come from a life of addiction 
themselves they are enthusiastic to 
engage with people so, as well as helping 
in Food Bank, go out meeting and 
chatting with people around 
Kingstanding Circle.  As a consequence, 
there has been more contact with those 
who have an addiction.  (We are thrilled 
to announce that one of our clients will 
be going to Teen Challenge Hope House 
on the 12th February 2020). 

Again, we had lots of Harvest and 
Christmas donations from schools, 
nurseries and local businesses, along with 
regular donations from other churches, 
all of which are gratefully received.  Our 
stocks go down quickly, so we thank the 
church membership for their ongoing 
support, especially on Food Bank Sundays 
(the first Sunday of each month) 
together with the many other donations 
we are given during the year.

As a representative from Kingstanding 
Food Bank, Lynne regularly attends a 
Birmingham City Council meeting around 
food poverty led by cabinet member Cllr 
John Cotton. 

Angela Walsh from Clarion Futures, who 
offers employment advice and training, is 
working with a number of our clients.  As 
well as her weekly assessment meetings 
with clients on Fridays, she is hoping to 
arrange for a benefits’ advisor to be 
available on a fortnightly basis.

We have strengthened our links with 
local schools and continue to refer 
clients to the Breathe Advice Centre at 
New Heights.  Our new “open door” 
approach has helped but many people 
still find it hard to come in and ask for 
help.  We are planning an Open Day 
event in 2020.

Christmas 2018 was our first at 
Kettlehouse Road after moving from 
Warren Road.  We therefore held an 
“Open Day” on the 18th December with 
a Christmas buffet and a special 
Christmas food bag for our clients on 
the day.  Despite the pouring rain we 
gave out 33 food parcels = 95 people.  
Altogether, from Oct 2018 to September 
2019, a total of 889 parcels of food were 
given out and 1969 adults and children 
were fed. 

We thank all our volunteers for the love 
and care shown to everyone who comes 
into Food Bank.  We have had new 
volunteers join the team including 
Lauren Woodvine who will be involved 
with building links with local 
supermarkets as well as other PR 
activities.  Lyndsey Byrne has also 
offered her help with any housing issues. 

Volunteers, especially those 
working with the café ministry have built 
up many good relationships over the 
months and we now have a core of 
“regulars” who come purely for the 
friendship and to enjoy the atmosphere.  
Our prayer is to see our clients come to 
know Christ for themselves and 
experience His life-changing power.
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1969 The number of food 
parcels given out in 

2018-2019 at Foodbank.

37 The average number of 
families that are helped by 

the Foodbank each week.

Lynne leads the Foodbank alongside Linda each 
Tuesday. Each year seems to become more and 
more busier and the Foodbank is able to provide 

for those in need in our local community. Below is a 
snapshot of how the Food Bank meets the needs of 

our local community. 

LYNNE OAKLEY
FOOD BANK
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It is a privilege to head up the team that ministers in The Senior Citizens 
establishments, mostly in North Birmingham. This year we are blessed to have had all 
our members continue to support the ministry. How good to have faithful members. 
Each member has a unique and necessary ministry, and we work well as a team 
together. 

This year we have scaled down the number of homes we visit slightly, so that we can 
visit some of the larger homes more regularly. We continue to be well received in all of 
them.  

Our programme consists of a mixture of the old hymns, and a few more modern songs, 
solo singing from Barry, poems, stories, testimonies and a short message from other 
team members. 

Pray that we will be able to re-introduce some drama sessions, that Donna began 
a few years ago before she moved onto teaching. Anyone interested in doing some 
drama, please see Pastor Jon or Diane Hare. 

Our short messages have become bolder, as we declare the Gospel. So many residents, 
carers and visitors do not understand what it is to be “born again”, they are ignorant 
about the truth. 

After the services, we make ourselves available to talk and pray with residents who 
have needs and ask us to pray with them. God is moving in these homes, because our 
presence is making a difference, and the darkness we find in them is being dispelled.  

SENIOR CITIZENS OUTREACH
DIANA HARE

ALPHA
MARY MORRISON

The Alpha Course created by Nicky Gumbel gives out some great information. I felt 
privileged to be part of the course. It is an opportunity for people to explore faith and 
Christianity.

We saw people come to faith and deepen their faith in a relaxing informal 
environment.  As usual we ate too much and drank too much coffee but we had a 
brilliant time.  Thank you to the team who kept us eating!

The Alpha films are a great hit with subjects such as:
•Who is Jesus?
•Is There More to Life than This? 
•Why did Jesus Die? 

I think we should all know the answers to these questions.  If you don’t or would like to 
know more – then please sign up for the next Alpha Course.  
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The number of 
people who have 

attended an Alpha 
Course.

106
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Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17 

In Sharpen we aim to reach out to guys who don’t know Jesus (yet), encourage and 
strengthen relationships between men and to help disciple men to be the men of God 
they were created to be. In 2019 we didn’t do as much as we’d planned to do although 
we did meet together for a few breakfasts which are always good and well attended. 
We served breakfast on Mother’s Day and got lots of compliments for dressing for the 
part.  Our motto of “if you open your gob you got the job” got used for a good curry 
night arranged by John, Ray and Lee, thank you guys!  Please anyone who has a 
particular event on their heart tell us, we’ll (most likely) encourage you to run with it. 
Our prayer nights were good, they are definitely worth coming to, men coming together 
to pray is quite a powerful experience.  Please look out for these and come along, if 
you’re a guy that is.

Our highlight was going to Xcel.  28 of us went up to Bradford for a Men’s Conference 
at Life Church. We got to travel, worship, pray and learn, hang out, eat together and 
get to know the other guys much more.  It really is a good event and is now a regular 
event in the Sharpen calendar. Please pray for the men’s ministry. I thank God for the 
number of guys who go to our church but it’s not a national trend.   Pray so that we can 
be a ministry that attracts men within the church and outside, and that we can be led 
by the Spirit to be the men we were created to be.  Pray that God will guide us when we 
plan our future events and add to the team guys who are Spirit-filled.

SHARPEN MEN'S MINISTRY | ALAN OHREN



This year we sent £1827.63 (inclusive 
of gift aid) to Elim Missions Department.  
This money is spent on projects to aid 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  We 
are not all able, or, indeed, called to 
serve overseas, so we must be thankful 
to those who are called by God and 
leave home and family to serve Him.  

Perhaps, though, we are called to put 
away a certain sum, or loose change 
to finance those projects our brothers 
and sisters undertake, wherever they 
are called, in order to make a change in 
someone’s life. 

Jesus tells us that the poor will always 
be with us so we may see this as a 
hopeless condition that we cannot 
change.  There is always hope and we 
can make a difference if we delve into 
our pockets, purses and down the sides 
and backs of our sofas.  

We all know the parable of the woman 
searching for her lost coin; she didn’t 
stop until she found it and when she 
did, she rejoiced.  So please, find those 
notes and coins and pop them into a 
Missions Globe.  It will gladden your 
heart and there will be rejoicing in some 
corner of the world at what has been 
provided.

I do have spare globes; you only need to 
ask and one shall be given to you!

MISSIONS 
BARBARA ALPERS
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It has been a great privilege to lead 
Inspire with my vision of coming 
alongside women to encourage them 
to keep going in God. To see women 
put their arms around each other, 
encourage and support each other, 
through prayer, discussions and worship.
 
Over the year we have discussed 
many challenges women face through 
our events. Our aim was always to 
encourage women to turn to God and 
each other, to help them through the 
storms of life. I wanted women to never 
feel alone with what they may have 
been facing.
 
The prayer events gave such a 
tremendous opportunity to pray and 
support each other.
 
Another highlight was our annual 
October conference. These events 
were a perfect opportunity to 
minister to women. We received great 
feedback, with women saying they felt 
encouraged, rested and blessed.
 
I want to especially thank Lise and 
Verena for all their input and support.

INSPIRE WOMEN'S MINISTRY 
LIZ PATTERSON



Do you know that we have over 40 volunteer leaders? These amazing leaders lead 
everything from Life Groups, to Children’s Ministry to Outreach to Senior Citizens. We 
are blessed with so many who have heard God’s call, seen a need, had a dream and 
committed to lead. Many of the ministries that operate across the church have begun 
because someone had an idea from God and stepped out to lead it. Some of our 
leaders tentatively agreed to take on a role and responsibility and have flourished. 
Leadership is influence. At Elim Life Church we want all who are gifted by God to lead, 
to do so with all diligence (Romans 12:8).

We believe in equipping and training all who lead. Throughout the year we gather 
leaders together so we can cheer one another on and pray together. We have 
leadership teaching and discussion groups. We share goals and dreams. We listen to 
God together. We have input from others. We celebrate the ‘glory stories’ and 
challenges of leadership. We have regular opportunities for one-to-ones with the 
Pastors, aimed at growing as leaders.

In 2018 we had a Leadership Life Group for developing leaders. We looked at some 
of the areas of leadership, developing yourself as a leader, overcoming obstacles and 
building teams. It is God’s gift and call but our responsibility as leaders to keep growing 
in our gifts and building our skills.

We thank every leader who has given their time, energy, passion, courage and 
commitment to lead. You are vital to fulfilling God’s big mission and Elim Life Church’s 
vision. 

Thank you.
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LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
PASTOR SARAH WHITTLESTON

"If it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, 
then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 

mercy, do it cheerfully."
Romans 12:8, NIV



We, as a Leadership, take health and safety seriously and do our best to make sure that 
everyone is safe at all times.  

My role, as Health and Safety Officer, continues to be linked into my Operations 
Manager role.  

With regard to health and safety, I specifically advise the Leadership of current 
legislation and so far as practicable keep people safe.

Some of you will have attended my Health and Safety Presentation and, I think, those 
that stayed awake found it enlightening and maybe a little interesting!  We managed 
to turn it into a “fun” evening. 

I am constantly carrying out risk assessment for events / activities. Please remember to 
let me know if you are going out on a group trip.  Give me a little time and I can make 
sure the risk assessment is completed.

There is an accident book in the kitchen of both Kingstanding and Pheasey premises.  
Please record even a small accident. An accident is never planned. It is always worth 
recording as, if you were not seriously and do not let me know, then the next person 
encountering the problem might be.  This year only 6 accidents were recorded. I am 
sure there were more so please do remember to fill in the book.

If you have a first aid qualification - still in date – it would be great to know and maybe 
you would be willing to help out sometime should the need arise.   I am planning to 
make a list of all we could call on in an emergency.

We so appreciate all of you as volunteers .  We would not be able to do, or be involved 
in half of what we do without you.

HEALTH & SAFETY
MARY MORRISON
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Here is a list of Weddings, Funerals, Baptisms, Membership and Dedications for the 
past year.  Please join with us in praying God’s comfort for those who are grieving, 
God’s empowering for those baptised, blessing on those who were married, salvation 
for those who have been dedicated and the release of gifts and opportunities to those 
joining in membership.

BAPTISMS

21st April 2019
Emily Silverton
Becky Haines 
Josh Haines

Esther Haines 
Paul Barnett

Georgina Barnett
Joel Ayettey

Christian Bradley
Katie Haines 
Luke Nicholas

23rd June 2019
Sheraine Reid-Ferguson

Lois Ayettey

FAMILY NEWS

WEDDINGS

14 September 2019
Kerry-Jane Cook & Christian Bradley

28 September 2019
Marvin Thomas - Rashida Jarrette

MEMBERSHIP

28th April 2019
Stuart Richards 

Michelle Richards 
Agnes Gabrys 

Cathrine Maggs 
Edd Lovatt

Topsy Adeleye
Ade Adeleye

Robert Groves
Lorna Browne

FUNERALS

12 October 2018
Hillary Daniels

23 May 2019
Jason Christopher Hiloreth



ELIM LIFE CHURCH
North Birmingham, UK

0121 350 9650 | www.elimlifechurch.co.uk | @elimlifechurch

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Sunday 15th March | after Bring & Share Lunch
Elim Life Church, Warren Road, Kingstanding

PROCEDURE FOR ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REPORTS 
(to be addressed at ACM)

In order that we may be able to fully answer any questions that 
church members may have on any of the reports, questions need 

to be submitted, in writing, to the Pastors no later than Wednesday 
11th March 2020. 

Email s.whittleston@elimlifechurch.co.uk
 or j.skelton@elimlifechurch.co.uk  


